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Further Reach founder look backs 

at rural broadband experiment

Huffman’s ‘New Deal’ to bring 

broadband to rural areas

By Brian Park 
news@mendonoma.com
Due to the closure of 

the recycling buy-back 
center in Gualala, Surf 
Market and Gualala Su-
permarket have 90 days 
to begin redeeming Cali-
fornia Refund Value bev-
erage containers in-store 
or pay a $100 per day 
fine to opt out, according 
to Mark Oldfield, Com-
munication Director for 
the California Depart-
ment of Resources Re-
cycling and Recovery, or 
CalRecycle.

The closures of recy-
cling buy-back centers 
in Gualala, Anderson 
Valley and Westport 
were included in a deal 
between the Mendocino 
County Board of Super-
visors and Solid Waste 

of Willits approved last 
week.

With the buy-back 
centers closed, the re-
sponsibility of redeem-
ing CRV containers goes 
to supermarkets, if cer-
tain conditions are met. 

One of the conditions 
is whether the super-
market is in a recycling 
“convenience zone,” de-
fined as a one-half to 
three-mile radius around 
supermarkets that have 
total sales of at least $2 
million annually, Old-
field said.

A certified recycling 
center must be in the 
zone or each market 
within its boundar-
ies that sells beverages 
must either redeem con-
See recycle…
Continued on Page 26

Gualala markets feel impact 

of buy-back center closure

The Better Business 
Bureau warns business-
es and consumers to just 
hang up if an unsolicited 
robo-caller asks, “Can 
you hear me?” 

The way the scam 
works is by getting an 
affirmative answer to 
the recorded question. 
There is a possibility 
that the scammer be-
hind the phone call has 
recorded the affirmative 
answer and could use 
the recording as proof 
of an agreement to buy 
an unwanted product or 
service, according to the 
BBB.

If the victim refuses 
to pay, the scammer can 
use the recorded “yes” 
response to confirm a 
purchase agreement.

Also, if consumers are 
asked a similar ques-
tion in a phone call or 
are asked to press a 
phone button, the advice 
is also to hang up. Say-
ing anything or pressing 
buttons when prompted 
may help the scammers 
identify an active phone 
number. 

Callers violating the 
Do Not Call Registry 
can be reported with the 
BBB Scam Tracker at 

BBB warns about new phone scam
bbb.org/scamtracker/
us/ and the FTC’s Do 
Not Call List. BBB ad-
vises people to check 
their account statements 
frequently if someone in 
the household falls for a 
similar scam or provides 
personal information 
in an unsolicited phone 
call. 

The earlier unauthor-
ized charges are identi-
fied, the easier it will 
be to recover any lost 
money.

For more information 
on identifying scams and 
past scam alerts, visit 
bbb.org.

By J. Stephen McLaughlin
news@mendonoma.com
More than three 

years ago, Further 
Reach connected cus-
tomers in Manchester 
and Point Arena with 
broadband faster than 
any they had ever ex-
perienced. On Tuesday 
night, founder Yahel 
Ben-David met with 
some of his users to up-
date them on what was 

then an experiment in 
rural internet connec-
tivity.

On short notice, 14 
people gathered at the 
Manchester Community 
Center (formerly the 
Garcia Grange) for an 
informal potluck meet-
ing with Ben-David, 
who had just flown in 
from working on anoth-
er project in India. Gary 
Levenson-Palmer of 

Irish Beach organized 
the meeting. (Ben-Da-
vid will speak on his life 
story at the Coast Com-
munity Library this 
Sunday at 2 p.m.)

In 2013, Ben-David, 
then a Ph.D. candidate 
at UC Berkeley, pro-
posed the rural internet 
system as a “test bed” 
for affordable but top-
end connectivity for re-
mote areas. After build-
ing projects connecting 
wide areas of the rug-
ged Himalayas in In-
dia, he looked at the 
Irish Beach-Manches-
ter-Point Arena area 
for a stateside site for 
his project, then called 
Celerate, offered by his 
company, De Novo.

With a connection to 
a fiber terminal in Man-
chester owned by Level 
3 Communications, Inc. 
— “Ten times more than 
we can use,” said Ben-
David — Further Reach 
bounces its broadband 
wireless signal via 68 
relay sites at advertised 
“typical” speeds up to 
60 megabits per second 
for top-end users. There 
are no data limits for 
any customers.

Ben-David said their 
data showed at one 
time Further Reach was 
streaming “more videos 
See broadband…
Continued on Page 6

United States Con-
gressional Representa-
tives Jared Huffman (D-
CA), Mark Pocan (D-WI) 
and Rick Nolan (D-MN) 
introduced the New Deal 
Rural Broadband Act 
of 2017 on Wednesday, 
to connect every Ameri-
can home, business and 
school to high-speed, reli-
able broadband internet. 

Based on Roosevelt’s 
New Deal rural electrifi-
cation model, the legisla-
tion would expand access 
to broadband internet 
in rural communities in 
Huffman’s North Coast 
congressional district 
and across the nation, 
through increased in-

vestments in broadband 
infrastructure, improved 
programs to support 
tribal communities in 
broadband development, 
and the establishment 
of a new Office of Rural 
Broadband Initiatives to 
better coordinate all Fed-
eral rural broadband de-
ployment programs.

“The longer we allow 
the digital divide to per-
sist in rural America and 
Indian country, the more 
Americans will be left be-
hind,” Huffman said. “All 
Americans deserve the 
benefits of improved eco-
nomic development, as 
well as expanded public 
safety, health, and edu-

cation services.”
In 2016, according 

to the Federal Com-
munications Commis-
sion, 39 percent of rural 
America and 41 percent 
of those living on tribal 
land lacked access to ad-
vanced broadband, de-
fined as 25 Mbps/3 Mbps. 
By comparison, only 10 
percent of the country as 
a whole lacks access to 
advanced broadband.

“The lack of access 
to broadband in rural 
America remains a ma-
jor challenge,” said Tom 
West, Manager of the 
North Bay North Coast 
See Huffman…
Continued on Page 6

State Senator Mike 
McGuire, United States 
Senators Diane Feinstein 
and Kamala Harris, Unit-
ed States Representative 
Jared Huffman, and At-
torney General Xavier 
Becerra joined the chorus 
of state and federal offi-
cials this week condemn-
ing President Donald 
Trump’s executive orders 
on immigration.

McGuire joined 26 
other state senators in in-
troducing Senate Resolu-
tion No. 16, condemning 
the executive order “as a 
discriminatory overreach 
that illegally targets im-
migrants based on their 
national origin and reli-
gion.” It passed on Mon-
day with 26 senators vot-
ing for it, 11 voting against 
and three abstaining.

The resolution urges 
Trump to rescind the ex-
ecutive order, which bans 
refugees from entering 
the United States for 120 
days and people from Su-
dan, Syria, Yemen, Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, and Somalia 
from entering the country 
for 90 days, and encour-
ages the Department of 
Homeland Security to 
obey federal court orders 
giving detained people ac-
cess to lawyers.

As part of storm dam-
age repair, volunteers 
are needed to pick up 
driftwood at Stillwater 
Cove on Sunday, Feb. 
12, beginning at 2 p.m., 
according to Marcia 
Munson, Park Ranger 
Assistant. 

Volunteers are asked 
to meet at the trailhead 
in the northwest cor-
ner of the large day-use 
parking lot in Stillwater 
Cove Regional Park.

Free parking avail-

able for all volunteers, 
but Munson requests 
that volunteers not park 
in the 10-minute loading 
zone.

Volunteers should 
wear sturdy shoes and 
gloves and there will be 
a short walk the beach, 
Munson said.

Gathering of rocks, 
sand, driftwood, fire-
wood, mushrooms or 
anything else is prohib-

Volunteers needed for Driftwood 
Day at Stillwater Cove

See Stillwater…
Continued on Page 8

President Trump’s immigration 
orders condemned by California reps

“The tragically iron-
ic fact about President 
Trump’s dangerous ac-
tions is that there has not 
been one deadly terrorist 
attack by a refugee from 
any of the countries listed 
in the executive order on 
US soil since the passing 
of the 1980 Refugee Act. 
This weekend’s actions 
were shameful and we 
stand ready for the court 
fight,” McGuire said in a 
press release.

Senate Resolution No. 

16 says approximately 134 
million people, including 
dual nationals and those 
with a current visa, are 
now temporarily barred 
from entering the United 
States. The seven coun-
tries listed in the 90-day 
ban have predominantly 
Muslim populations, and 
state senators feared 
the ban “exacerbates the 
United States’ anti-Mus-
lim reputation, providing 
See Immigration…
Continued on Page 8
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SEVENTh-DAy ADVENTIST 
ChuRCh

Sabbath School .............. 10 a.m. Saturday
Church ........................11:15 a.m. Saturday

For information, call 707-785-3174.

JEhOVAh’S WITNESSES
Lake Street, Point Arena

Sunday:
Public talk .......................................10 a.m.
Watchtower Study .....................10:35 a.m.
TUESDAY:
Theocratic Ministry School and congrega-
tional Bible study .........................7:00 p.m.

Public invited, no collections. For more 
information call 707-882-2198.

Mendonoma Coast Church Services
ASSEmBlIES OF GOD 

NEW hOPE 
COmmuNITy ChuRCh

95 Riverside Drive 707-882-1875
Pastor Eric Pace

SUNDAYS:
Morning Worship ............................11 a.m. 
Mid-week Refreshing ........................7 p.m.

ST. PAul’S COmmuNITy
uNITED mEThODIST ChuRCh

Pastor Debbra Lysek
40/50 School St., Point Arena
707- 882-2074 spcumc.org

SUNDAYS: 10:30 a.m.  Intergenerational 
worship followed by Fellowship time.
Bible Study ..........................9 a.m. Sunday
Bible Study ....................3 p.m.Wednesday
WEDNESDAYS: 12 p.m.-1 p.m. Open 
pray time. 

ChRISTIAN SCIENCE
Informal group meets Sundays at 9 a.m. 
For information on location, call Carrie or 
Don Krieger, 707-785-2684.

CAThOlIC
Phone 707-882-1734

Fr. Carlos Ortega
St. Aloysius Church,
School Street, Point Arena

Saturday Spanish Mass ................7 p.m.
Sunday Mass ................................9 a.m.
Thursday Mass .............................9 a.m.

Mary Star of the Sea Church
Church Street, Gualala

Saturday Spanish Mass ................5 p.m.
Sunday Mass ..............................11 a.m.
Wednesday/Friday Mass ..............9 a.m.

EPISCOPAl
The Episcopal Congregation worships 

in conjunction with the Lutheran Congrega-
tion as Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/
Lutheran Mission at Mary Star of the Sea 
(R.C.) Church, 39141 Church St., 1 block 
east of downtown Gualala.

The Eucharist is celebrated Sundays at 
9 a.m., followed by coffee. 

Website: shepherdbythesea.org.

GuAlAlA BAPTIST ChuRCh
“The little white church on the hill”

707-884-4330 
Bill Boland, Pastor .............. 707-884-9565
Jason Baker, Asst. Pastor... 707-884-4330
Sunday:
Tune in to 100.5 FM for GBC's Christian 
Music program each Sunday .......8 - 9 a.m.
Adult Bible Study .........................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................11 a.m.
Includes Children's Sunday School
Nursery provided for preschool ......11 a.m.
Tuesday:
Open Adult Bible Study.........7 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday:
TALC Teaching As Life Comes …2:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Thursday:
Prayer Meeting ................................ 6 p.m.
WorshipTeam prayer and rehearsal .6 p.m.

lIGhT OF ThE COAST
SCIENCE OF mIND CENTER

Sunday morning service, 11 a.m. at the 
Soden Ranch, 33801 S. Highway 1, (six 
mile marker), Gualala. Rev. Alyce Soden, 
Minister. Call 707-884-3631. “What’s the 
Good Word with you today?” Sundays, 12 
noon, KTDE 100.5 FM.

kNIGhTS TEmPlARS OF lIGhT
Local meetings take place the third 

Saturday of each month at 3 pm hosted by 
The Commanderie of St. Jude, place and 
time TBA via appointment. 

For information, AOIOKTOL, PO Box 
572,  Gualala, California 95445-0572. 

luThERAN
The Lutheran (ELCA) Congregation 

worships in conjunction with the Episcopal 
Congregation as Shepherd by the Sea 
Episcopal/Lutheran Mission at Mary Star of 
the Sea (R.C.) Church, 39141 Church St., 1 
block east of downtown Gualala.

Eucharist is celebrated Sundays at 9 
a.m., followed by a coffee fellowship. 

Website: shepherdbythesea.org.

BAhA’I FAITh
For information on local meetings, 
call 707-882-3885.

GuAlAlA mEDITATION
Sitting meditation 11 a.m. Fridays, 

Mary Star of the Sea Church, Gualala. Call 
707-785-9159.

WORlD WIDE PRAyER CIRClE
Wednesdays, 7:15-8:15 p.m., 340 Main 

St., Point Arena.

CAThOlIC
Elk, CA

Blessed Sacrament Church
A Mission of St. Anthony’s Mendocino

5750 Highway 1, Elk
 Fr. Louis J. Nichols, 707-937-5808

Vigil Mass for Sunday .......Saturday, 4 p.m.
Vigil Mass for
 Holy Days of Obligation ...................4 p.m.

mENDOCINO COAST
JEWISh COmmuNITy

MCJC Shul, 15701 Caspar Road, 
Caspar. Weekly services, 10:30  a.m., 
Saturday. Holiday services, monthly pot-
luck and classes. Rabbi Margaret Holub, 
707-964-6146. 

ThE ChuCh OF JESuS ChRIST 
OF lATTER-DAy SAINTS

Sunday services at 11 a.m. at Camp Liahona 
Redwoods, 27010 Skaggs Springs Rd., An-
napolis. Visitors are welcome. 

GREENWOOD COmmuNITy 
ChuRCh

Non-denominational service is 
held on Sunday 10 a.m. led by Dorothy 
Cong and Paul DeVaul.

Transmission Meditation Group 
meets Fridays at 8 p.m. For more 
information, contact Charlie or Rosi 
Acker, 707-877-1800 or cacker@
mcn.org.

Subud is offered on a variable 
schedule.  In Subud, individuals 
receive an inner experience that 
enlivens their spiritual and ethical 
understanding and leads to natural 
life changes.  For more information, 
contact Rasunah Katz, 707-877-1817 
or rasunah@hotmail.com

Over 30 organizations 
will be present at the sec-
ond annual Community 
Wellness Resource Fair 
on Saturday, Feb. 11 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Gualala Arts Center. 
Hearing, vision, blood 
pressure and glucose 
screenings will be offered 
at the event. The Men-
docino County Sheriff’s 
Department will be there 
to provide a prescription 
drug take back drop off 
location and have an out-
reach booth providing ac-
tivities for youth.  

Representatives from 
local emergency response 
groups, the Community 
Fall Prevention Program, 

Mendonoma Health Alli-
ance, Action Network, 
Coastal Seniors, heal-
ing arts groups, healthy 
lifestyle groups, fitness 
groups, tech resources 
and more will be on hand 
to showcase the resourc-
es available to the com-
munity.

The Community Well-
ness Resource Fair is 
a free, public, family-
friendly event made 
possible by community 
organizations and com-
munity volunteers.  For 
more information about 
the event please call 707-
884-4005 x 154 or email 
kwilder@rcms-health-
care.org. 

Wellness fair slated in Gualala

Millie Harris, 91, of 
Gualala, died Jan. 28, 
2017, at Ukiah Valley 
Medical Center in Uki-
ah, where she had been 
since Jan. 19, after being 
found unresponsive in 
her home by a concerned 
friend.

She was born May 13, 
1925, and came to Gual-
ala in the late 1990s. 
She began working at 
Surf Market in 1993, 
and became a fixture 
there after then-owner 
Marcy Cook hired her 
to help set up the deli in 
the store. Although she 
no longer worked at the 
store at the time of her 
death, current co-owner 
Teri Fagan said they had 
never gotten around to 
having a formal retire-
ment party and consid-
ered her still to be part 
of the Surf family.

Customers who met 
Millie in the store will 
remember her cheerful 
greeting, “Hi-ya, Hon-
ey!” 

Before she came to 
Gualala, Millie owned 
and operated three res-
taurants in Lafayette, 
one after another. Her 
last restaurant, called 
Millie’s Kitchen, is still 

Murray M. Jelm of 
Gualala died Jan. 29, 
2017, after a long series 
of health problems.

Born Nov. 22, 1942, 
in San Francisco, to par-
ents Carl and Ann Jelm, 
he attended Lowell High 
School and received a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree from the University 
of California at Berke-
ley.

He served in the 
Coast Guard Reserves 
before becoming a Cal-
trans Engineer.

Jelm moved to the 
Mendonoma coast 15 
years ago. 

He was a third degree 
Mason at the Crocker 
Lodge number 212 and 
a 32 degree Mason at 
the Scottish Rite temple 

in San Francisco. He 
was also a member of 
the Gualala Lions Club, 
Gualala Rotary and the 
Anchor Bay Amateur 
Radio Club.  

His friend Arthur 
Juhl said he met Jelm 
at Lowell in 1956 and 
they were friends for 60 
years. Juhl said he has 
taken care of him for the 
past 20 years as Jelm 
developed health prob-
lems.   

He enjoyed sailing, a 
good round of golf and 
he was an avid reader, 
Juhl said.  

He has no living rela-
tives. A Masonic Service 
will be held at the Cha-
pel by the Sea in Fort 
Bragg on Friday, Feb. 
17, at 11 a.m.

in operation and still 
serving Millie’s crumb 
cake, according to one of 
hundreds of comments 
on Facebook about her 
time there. 

In 2013, at the time 
of the celebration of her 
20th anniversary at 
Surf, she told the ICO 
that Surf co-owner Steve 
May had offered em-
ployees a $100 bonus if 
they quit smoking. Mil-
lie, who had smoked for 
over 60 years, said she 
didn’t want the bonus, 
but decided to quit, any-
way. She figured her 
two-carton-a-week habit 
cost her about $200 per 
month, so she chose to 
donate that “cigarette 
fund” to the Gualala 
Food Bank every month, 
instead. 

“It just makes me 
happy,” she told the ICO. 

In 2016, Millie was 
awarded the Soropti-
mist Ruby Award, which 
recognizes and hon-
ors women who have 
worked to improve the 
lives of women and girls 
through their profession 
and/or volunteer work. 

Millie was known for 
her support of several 
other organizations in 

addition to the Food 
Bank, including Meals-
On-Wheels. In 2016, the 
local Soroptimist Inter-
national Mendocino-
Sonoma Coast and the 
Coastal Seniors Execu-
tive Director Micheline 
Kirby designated that a 
grant provided to the Se-
nior Center will now be 
called The Millie’s Meals 

Obituary: Murray M. Jelm

Obituary: Millie Harris

on Wheels Matching So-
roptimist Grant. 

Details of a memo-
rial service will be an-
nounced later.

millie harris.

nection.
Ben-David said the 

system is designed with 
redundant loop cir-
cuits that keep custom-
ers online even if some 
equipment fails. During 
the huge storms of last 
month, though Further 
Reach equipment was 
damaged, “not one cus-
tomer” lost internet ser-

vice, he said. 
Three years after 

making the first con-
nections, Further Reach 
does not yet have 1,000 
subscribers, and needs 
to grow to serve his lo-
cal customers well, ac-
cording to Ben-David. It 
has 80 percent penetra-
tion of Irish Beach, he 
said, but in downtown 
Point Arena has only 
30 percent penetra-
tion. Though he has a 
few scattered users as 
far north as Albion and 
some at The Sea Ranch, 
he said increasing pen-
etration in Point Arena 
is the key to funding 
adequate local on-the-
ground staffing.

Further Reach start-
ed as a nonprofit experi-
ment Ben-David expect-
ed to hand off to a local 
operator once it was up 
and running. Howev-
er, he said no suitable 
buyer or agency has 
surfaced, so he intends 
to continue serving his 
one-time “test bed” of 
customers, and hopes to 
expand the service with 
more connections. 

And, by the way, 
Ben-David did earn his 
Ph.D. from UC Berke-
ley, partly based on the 
research he did on the 
Further Reach project.

Broadband…
from Page 3
than we had subscrib-
ers” simultaneously. 
One user at Tuesday’s 
meeting said she had 
houseguests over one 
weekend, and had not-
ed six devices running 
smoothly at one time on 
her Further Reach con-

Broadband Consortium. 
“Incumbents have not re-
ally acted fast enough to 
closed the digital divide. 
Unless we solve this 
need, we create an even 
larger urban-rural eco-
nomic gap.”

In addition to estab-
lishing a new Office of 
Rural Broadband Initia-
tives to coordinate and 
centralize all federal ru-
ral broadband programs, 
the New Deal Rural 
Broadband Act would 
authorize $20 billion for 

new broadband infra-
structure in rural and 
underserved communi-
ties.

Among other fea-
tures, the Act would sup-
port tribal communities 
through a new Tribal 
Broadband Assistance 
Program, increase the 
Rural Utility Service 
broadband investment 
from $25 million to $50 
million annually, and au-
thorize the Rural Utility 
Service to offer grants, 
loans and loan guaran-
tees to small communi-
ties in need of seed fund-
ing. 

huffman…
from Page 3

This Sat-
urday, Feb. 
4, marks the 
first day of 
m a n d a t o r y 
assessment 
and registra-
tion for Coast 
Youth Little 
League. Po-
tential play-
ers must bring a mitt, 
but no cleats, to be eval-
uated while signing up 
at the Point Arena High 
School gym from 10 a.m. 

Little League sign ups

to noon or next Satur-
day, Feb. 11, at the same 
time.  For more informa-
tion call Brenda Storm 
at 707-882-2643. 

little league sign ups are this Saturday and next 
Saturday. ICO file photo. 


