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Reynolds’ Men’s Wear
Prom Tuxedo Headquarters

Call for information and pricing

707.964.5294

349 N Franklin St     Fort Bragg
Monday 10 to 7 • Tuesday - Saturday 10 to 5:45

169 Boatyard Drive, Fort Bragg
707-964-9665  •  yarn@mcn.org

Under New Ownership!
Entirely New Inventory

Extensive Selection of Yarns
Books & Patterns

Gifts & Accessories
Knitting & Crocheting Classes

Drop-in Knitting
(Mondays 5 to 7 p.m. and Thursdays 12 to 2 p.m.)

coast pack
&

ship center
FOR ALL YOUR SHIPPING NEEDS
GALLERY ART & WINE SHIPPING

Boxes of All Sizes
Shipping Supplies • Copy • Fax Service
NOTARY PUBLIC • MAILBOX RENTAL

DHL • FED-EX • UPS • USPS
DOCUMENT SHREDDING • LAMINATING / SHRINK WRAPPING

707-962-9300
707-962-9191 FAX
coastps@mcn.org

coast pack & ship center
18601 N. Hwy 1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

(1/2 mile south of Hwy 20 • East side of Hwy)
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
www.coastps.us

18601 N. Hwy 1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437
(1/2 mile south of Hwy 20 • East side of Hwy)
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Huffman town hall - ‘This is what democracy looks like’

Caltrans, Jim Wood 
strike cable deal

Clinic asks ambulance district 
for increased urgent care funds

UC study finds AT&T is 
expanding digital divide

By S. J. Black
news@mendonoma.com
Redwood Coast Medi-

cal Services asked for an 
additional $150,000 for 
its urgent care budget for 
the fiscal year 2017/2018 
in the Coast Life Support 
District Board of Directors 
meeting Monday, April 
24.

“For the first time in 
three years we’re ask-
ing for an increase in 
the amount of funding,” 
said Diane Agee, CEO 
of RCMS, who present-
ed the budget. “Bottom 
line, we’re estimating ... 
we’ll probably lose about 
$43,000 this fiscal year.”

Agee said the changes 
are due to a few differ-
ent reasons, including a 
potential loss of patient 
revenues. “I think some 
of the people may not buy 
insurance because of this 
federal administration 
change,” she said, esti-
mating RCMS would be 
seeing fewer MediCal pa-
tients as well.

To rectify this, RCMS 
is applying for more fed-
eral grants to help pay for 
what she called the “slid-
ing fee scale.” These pa-
tients are “low income and 
uninsured,” Agee said, 
and these grants would 
cover the costs of their 

medical expenses.
But much of the ad-

ditional costs are going 
toward operational ex-
penses, which are “about 
$39,000 higher,” than 
comparative years. These 
operational expenses in-
clude IV fluids, pharma-
ceutical drugs and lab 
testing.

“They’re very expen-
sive,” said Agee. Tests 
to find out of a patient is 
undergoing a heart attack 
cost about $800 an order, 

she said.
RCMS is also adding 

a registered nurse on the 
weekends to prevent over-
time for other medical 
personnel. “If [physician 
assistants] have got some-
body who walks through 
the door at a quarter to 
six, they’re in trouble,” she 
said. “So this will also ac-
tually save us a little bit of 
money on the overtime.”

The Board discussed 
See funding…
Continued on page 27

By Zoë Smith
Rep. Jared Huffman, 

of California’s 2nd Dis-
trict, took the mic in 
front of cheering and ap-
plauding constituents at 
a Town Hall in Cotton 
Auditorium, Fort Bragg, 
Wednesday, April 19. 
Echoing an often-heard 
chant at recent marches 
across the country Huff-
man said, “This is what 
democracy looks like.”  

Members of Redwood 
Coast Democrats, Red-
wood Coast Indivisible 
and KGUA 88.3 FM at-
tended, poised to ask 
questions. Calling it, 
“An important commu-
nity conversation,” Huff-
man said he appreciated 
those who came out to 
attend the midday, 
midweek meeting. The 
town hall was billed as 
open topics so constitu-
ents could ask questions 
across many issues and 
raise specific concerns.

Speaking extempora-
neously Huffman called 
this, “an interesting 
time to be in the United 
States Congress.” But 
then, refusing to play 
down recent develop-
ments he became more 
blunt: “This is a pretty 
dark and dangerous, 
troubling time.” Huff-
man said the election, 
transition and divisive 
politics have, “brought 
out some of the worst in 
our country.”

“This is not a drill. 
This is very real,” he 
aded. “Outside of the 
front page of the news 
there’s really bad stuff 
going on. I’m fighting 
those fights every single 
day right now in the 
House of Representa-
tives.”

Huffman enumerat-
ed some of those fights, 
which he said are mov-
ing through the House 
of Representatives and 

Senate as well: to stop 
efforts to deregulate and 
roll-back environmental 
protection, consumer 
protection and citizen 
protection from over-
reach in the financial in-
dustry. Some of his pre-
vious town hall meetings 
have focused on health 
care and climate change, 
which are also on the 
forefront of Huffman’s 
work in the House.

He said engagement 

and positive action are 
exciting and called what 
is happening, in com-
munities and town halls 
across his district, “an 
awakening. There’s a 
galvanizing underway 
… We have had a huge 
wake-up call about 
our democracy, about 
who we are, what kind 
of country we want to 
have.”

Huffman fielded ques-
tions for the remainder 

of the one and three-
quarter hour meeting. 
In response to a request 
that he advocate for a 
special prosecutor for 
the Russia-Trump cam-
paign connection, Huff-
man replied that a spe-
cial prosecutor would 
have to be appointed by 
Attorney General, Jeff 
Sessions. Huffman is 
pushing instead for an 
See Huffman…
Continued on page 14

By J. Stephen McLaughlin
news@mendonoma.com
AT&T, the larg-

est telecom provider in 
California, through its 
policies is widening the 
already-yawning digital 
divide between urban 
and rural, and also be-
tween wealthy and low-
income internet users. 
That’s the conclusion of a 
study released Tuesday 
by the Haas Institute 
for a Fair and Inclusive 
Society at UC Berkeley, 
“AT&T’s Digital Divide 
in California: An Analy-
sis of AT&T Fiber De-
ployment and Wireline 
Broadband Speeds in 
California.” It was fund-
ed in part by the Com-
munications Workers of 
America District 9.

The study was un-
veiled during a statewide 
conference call on Tues-
day. Trish Steel, Execu-
tive Committee Chair, 

Broadband Alliance of 
Mendocino County, par-
ticipated in the call to 
bring attention to the 
total lack of any AT&T 
wireline broadband ser-
vices to broad swaths of 
rural California.

The study assesses 
AT&T’s fiber and wire-
line access using United 
States Census data over-
laid on AT&T’s own self-
reporting of its coverage 
to the Federal Communi-
cations Commission. 

One key finding was 
that AT&T built its all-fi-
ber network, one of three 
wireline technologies de-
ployed by the company, 
“disproportionately in 
higher income communi-
ties. If this pattern con-
tinues, it has troubling 
consequences for low- and 
moderate-income Cali-
fornians, leaving many 
See Divide…
Continued on page 9

By S. J. Black
news@mendonoma.com
Caltrans will imple-

ment a policy to “dig 
once” for telecommunica-
tions projects parallel to 
state-owned roads and 
install a broadband con-
duit, potentially bring-
ing internet service to 
unserved or underserved 
rural areas as early as 
this summer.

After working with 
legislature, an agree-
ment was made to bypass 
legislation and establish 
the idea as Caltrans pol-
icy.

For years, the state 
has attempted to bring 
98 percent of Califor-
nians broadband access 
in their homes. The leg-
islature passed the Cali-
fornia Advanced Services 

Fund in 2007, a program 
to provide grants to tele-
phone corporations to 
bring internet service 
to unserved and under-
served areas. CASF gave 
out hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to see 
that goal realized by the 
end of 2015, according to 
CASF records.

Two years later, the 
goal still hasn’t been 
reached. By current 
standards, about 95.2 
percent of Californians 
have broadband service 
in their homes, accord-
ing to an analysis of the 
CASF annual report of 
2015. This leaves 359,000 
households still without 
broadband service, many 
of which are in priority 
See Cable…
Continued on page 12

Judge blocks Trump order 
on sanctuary city funding

By Sudhin Thanawala
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO 
(AP) — A federal judge 
on Tuesday blocked a 
Trump administration 
order to withhold fund-
ing from communities 
that limit cooperation 
with U.S. immigration 
authorities, saying the 
president has no author-
ity to attach new condi-
tions to federal spend-
ing.

U.S. District Judge 
William Orrick issued 
the temporary ruling 
in a lawsuit against the 
executive order target-
ing so-called sanctuary 
cities. The decision will 

stay in place while the 
lawsuit works its way 
through court.

The Trump adminis-
tration and two Califor-
nia governments that 
sued over the order dis-
agreed about its scope 
during a recent court 
hearing.

San Francisco and 
Santa Clara County ar-
gued that it threatened 
billions of dollars in fed-
eral funding for each of 
them, making it difficult 
to plan their budgets.

“It’s not like it’s just 
some small amount of 
money,’’ John Keker, an 
See Sanctuary…
Continued on page 27
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By Mary Charlebois and Luz Harvey

April opens the Mendocino County Almost 

Fringe Festival. Theater, music, dance, art, craft, 

poetry, f
ood, wine tasting, gardens, ra

nches, his-

toric motorcycles, even giraffes are featured in 

events around the county.

What is a
 frin

ge festival? It 
started in 1947 in 

Edinburgh, Scotland, as an alternative-theater 

celebration that played alongside the Edinburgh 

International Festival. It 
was said to be on the 

“fringe” of  the classic theater event. The idea 

spread to other countries and non-traditional art-

ists w
anting a venue for their work. Today frin

ge 

fests happen worldwide. The oldest American 

fest is 
in Orlando, Florida, founded in 1992.

The Mendocino County Almost Fringe Fes-

tival has something creative happening almost 

every day in April. S
hiftin

g the focus each week 

to a different area in the county highlights th
e di-

versity
 and creativity of  the region.  The month 

starts o
ff  th

e first
 weekend of  the month along 

the Redwood Corridor, H
ighway 101. The sec-

ond weekend of  the month, the emphasis is
 on 

the North Coast w
ith Fort Bragg and Mendoci-

no both having art w
alks, sy

mphony and jazz 

in Fort Bragg and a costumed “prom” in Men-

docino.  For Easter weekend, the festival is o
n 

hold, then continues on the fourth weekend of  

the month in Anderson Valley.

The final weekend of  the month, the emphasis 

shifts t
o the South Coast, w

here offerings range 

from music, to poetry and performance art, to
 

garden and farm tours, a
nd for foodies, th

ere a 

Chowder cook-off  and tasting.

Here are a few highlights of  the many happen-

ing on and near the coast. A
 full lis

t of  events is 

in “Mark Your Calendar.”

Music for the Ages, by Symphony of  the Red-

woods, Saturday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, 

April 9, 2 p.m., at 500 N. Harold St., Fort Bragg. 

The symphony’s spring concert will present 

Brahms’ T
hird Symphony, fo

llowed by the or-

chestra accompanying pianist Spencer Myer. 

They will perform Beethoven’s Fourth Piano 

Concerto. For more information go to sym 

phonyoftheredwoods.org.

Portrait of  Mendocino Village, Saturday, A
pril 

8 and 9, 7:30 to 9 p.m., at various locations in 

Mendocino Village

Audio-visual artist 
Ben Wood returns to Men-

docino with an special art project focusing on 

the citizens of  Mendocino.  Im
ages will be pro-

jected on buildings around town. 

Dystopian Prom, Saturday, A
pril 8

, 8 p.m. to 

12 a.m., at Crown Hall, M
endocino.

Flynn Creek Circus will p
artner with Circus 

Mecca and the Mendocino Dance Project to 

present the 1st annual Fringe Festival Ball. T
his 

prom is a one of  a kind entertainment event 

featuring interactive survival games, D
J music, 

an occasional, awkward, slow dance, circus 

performances and the “Anti Prom King and 

Queen contest.” For more information go to fly 

nncreekcircus.com.

Third annual Goat & Wildflower Festival, Sat-

Almost Fringe Festival, celebrating creativity county wide

See Fringe…Continued on Page 9

Grammy award winner Michael McDonald and 

friends will perform in a benefit concert at Cotton 

Auditorium in Fort Bragg on Saturday, A
pril 29, 

7 p.m.

Joining McDonald on stage will be Grammy 

nominee singer/songwriter Amy Holland, Nash-

ville musician Gary Cirim
elli, a

s well as local lu-

minaries Gene Parsons and David Hayes, acous-

tic guitarist A
lex de Grassi, a

nd singer/songwriter 

and sax player John Mattern. All proceeds fro
m 

the event will go towards establishing the first 

Family Medicine Residency program for Men-

docino and Lake counties.

McDonald’s music became known in the 1970s, 

when his vocals and keyboard artistr
y launched 

the Doobie Brothers and eventually his own solo 

career with songs like “What a Fool Believes,” 

“Minute by Minute,” and “Takin’ it to
 the Streets.” 

Collaborations with Ray Charles, Kenny Loggins, 

and the No. 1 hit sin
gle “On My Home” with Pat-

ti LaBelle, s
ecured his fa

me as an icon with one 

of the most recognizable voices in popular music. 

Amy Holland garnered a Grammy nomination 

for her debut recording, “Amy Holland” and a top 

20 hit with “How Do I Survive.” Her most re
cent 

recording is “Light on the Path.” The multi-in
stru-

mentalist G
ene Parsons, best known for his work 

with The Byrds and the Flying Burrito
 Brothers, 

currently performs in a duo with world-class bass-

ist David Hayes, who has toured and recorded 

with Van Morriso
n for over 40 years. 

Michael McDonald and  

friends join in benefit concert

See McDonald…Continued on Page 15

The Almost Fringe Festival celebrates art in all its forms during the month of April. T
he festival highlights different areas of the county all month long.  

Photos courtesy of Visit Mendocino County. 

Michael McDonald will perform at Cotton Auditorium on Saturday, April 

29. Photo courtesy of The Arts Council of Mendocino County. 

Visiting Fort Bragg or Mendocino?

Pick up the Packet!
The north Mendocino Coast’s 
go-to entertainment monthly is
available free at 100 locations 
from Elk to Cleone!
A monthly publication of the
Independent Coast Observer.
Call 707-884-3501

ing an armada” to North Korea; however, it 
was later reported the carrier USS Carl Vin-
son and its accompanying ships were head-
ing in the other direction, thousands of miles 
away.

•	 Outcry over the increase in border search-
es that require Americans to unlock their 
phones, laptops, and other digital devices 
for	apps	and	files	to	be	searched	and	copied,	
sparked lawmakers in the Senate and House 
to introduce the Protecting Data at the Bor-
der Act.

•	 Trump	 eliminated	 some	 Dodd-Frank	 finan-
cial regulations to roll back rules originally 
aimed at reducing corporate tax avoidance — 
an action described as doing special favors for 
Wall Street banks.

Saturday, April 22
•	 The New York Times reported that Carter 

Page, an advisor to the Trump campaign, has 
been tracked by the FBI since 2013 because 
investigators discovered that a Russian spy 
was trying to recruit him.

•	 Based on feedback at recent town hall meet-
ings, support has grown for politicians to 
make environmental protection and climate 
action a bigger priority.

Sunday, April 23
•	 As U.S. lawmakers worked to avoid a govern-

ment shutdown, Trump offered Democrats a 
deal: to prevent Obamacare from dying with-
out a cash infusion, Trump wants their agree-
ment to fund his border wall.

of California households 
in AT&T’s wireline foot-
print, or approximately 
4.1 million households, 
do not have access to 
AT&T broadband that 
meets the FCC’s high-
speed	 definition	 of	 25/3	
Mbps, the study states.

“Deregulation is not 
working to drive AT&T 
investment to ensure 
that all California com-
munities have access 
to the essential infra-
structure of the 21st 
century — high-speed 
broadband,” the study 
says. “It is critical that 
policymakers take proac-
tive steps to get AT&T 
to accelerate its wireline 
network investment and 
fiber	deployment	to	bring	

without access to AT&T’s 
gold	 standard	 all-fiber	
network and exacerbat-
ing the digital divide.”

The study’s statistics 
show the median house-
hold income of Califor-
nia communities with 
access	 to	 AT&T’s	 fiber-
to-the-home network is 
$94,208, to U-verse, the 
second wireline technol-
ogy is $67,021, and to the 
DSL network, the slow-
est wireline technology 
the company offers, is 
$53,186.

On Tuesday, co-au-
thor Garrett Strain said 
the study did not ad-
dress wireless technol-
ogy, dismissing it as “less 
reliable, more expensive, 
and you can’t do many 
critical activities on a 
small wireless connec-
tion.” 

In the rural Men-
donoma area, however, 
AT&T does not offer any 
of its wireline internet 
options. Two wireless 
internet service provid-
ers, Further Reach and 
SkyFiber, have con-
nected hundreds of users 
here who report reliable 
and fast connections. 
Sea Ranch Connect is a 
home-grown	fiber-to-the-
home network that is in 
the process of connecting 
every Sea Ranch parcel 
to the internet. CalNeva 
Broadband offers broad-
band through its cable 
and wireless systems in 
Gualala, Point Arena, 
Manchester, Elk and The 
Sea Ranch.

The study describes 
the three non-wireless 
broadband technologies 
AT&T offers to consum-
ers in California:

DSL is the oldest and 
slowest wireline broad-
band technology. DSL de-
livers	data	traffic	over	the	
traditional copper net-
work at download speeds 
typically in the range 
between 0.768 Mbps and 
6 Mbps, depending on 
the customer’s distance 
from the switch. It is lim-
ited to 18,000 feet from a 
central	office.	This	is	the	
only wireline broadband 
technology available 
to 2,677,141 California 
households (27.6 per-
cent) in AT&T’s wireline 
footprint.

VDSL, which AT&T 
markets as U-verse, is 
a	 fiber-to-the-node	 net-
work that delivers data 
over	fiber	 to	a	neighbor-
hood cabinet and then 
over the traditional 
copper network to the 
customer location. This 
technology typically de-
livers Internet download 
speeds between 12 and 

Divide…
from page 3

high-speed broadband to 
all California communi-
ties.”

 “Now more than ever, 
access to high-speed in-
ternet is a necessity for 
all Americans, shaping 
how we work and learn 
and giving us the tools 
we need to get ahead in 
today’s economy,” said 
Eli Moore, Program 
Manager at the Haas 
Institute and co-author 
of the report. “Instead of 
providing equitable ac-
cess to this invaluable re-
source, AT&T is unfairly 
denying millions of mid-
dle and working-class 
Californians the modern 
technologies needed to 
thrive in the data-rich, 
fast-paced digital world.”

18 Mbps over a single 
copper pair (again de-
pending on the distance 
from the switch), but 
the speed can go up to 
75	 Mbps.	 Almost	 three-
quarters (71.6 percent) of 
California households in 
the AT&T wireline foot-
print—6,937,319 house-
holds— have access to 
U-verse Internet, almost 
all in urban or suburban 
communities. AT&T has 
largely bypassed rural 
communities in deploy-
ing U-verse.

Fiber-to-the-Home. 
In the past year, AT&T 
began	 to	 deploy	 all-fiber	
networks in communities 
across its 21-state wire-
line footprint, includ-
ing	 California.	 All-fiber	
networks are capable of 
delivering “Gigapower” 
speeds of up to 1,000 
Mbps download and up-
load. As of April 20, 2017 
AT&T reported that it 
had	 deployed	 all-fiber	
networks to 4.6 million 
customer locations across 
its 21-state footprint.

Some 1.7 million 
households are under-
served by AT&T, accord-
ing to the study. The 
California Public Utili-
ties	 Commission	 defines	
communities without ac-
cess to broadband at a 
speed of at least 6 Mega-
bits per second down-
load/1.5	Mbps	upload	 as	
underserved. A full 18.1 
percent of California 
households in AT&T’s 
wireline footprint —ap-
proximately 1.7 million 
households—lack access 
to AT&T broadband ac-
cording	to	this	definition.

The study states that 
4.1 million households 
are without access to 
AT&T high-speed broad-
band.	 The	 FCC	 defines	
high speed broadband 
as digital transmission 
at	 25/3	 Mbps	 download/
upload. Based on this 
definition,	 42.8	 percent	

and for any number of 
reasons	 their	 finances	
dwindle,” she said. “This 
is when they switch to 
heroin, which is cheaper 
and easier to obtain.”

Distribution and pur-
chasing of opioids often 
takes place using tech-
nology including social 
media, “which makes it 
more	 difficult	 to	 track,”	
said Harris. 

On a nationwide scale, 
however, drug overdoses 
in California are consid-
ered “statistically insig-
nificant,”	 according	 to	 a	
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

The CDC found that 
California has seen a 
rise of 1.8 percent of drug 
overdoses from 2014 to 
2015.	 Meanwhile,	 New	
York saw an increase of 
20.4 percent in the same 
amount of time. 

Dr. Karen Milman, So-
noma	County	health	offi-
cer, said that drug-relat-
ed deaths, in particular 
to opioid overdoses, are 
continuing to the rise.

“What’s also interest-
ing,” Milman said, “is 
that the amount of opioid 
prescription medications 
being produced and sold 
is going up tremendously 

[and] is exactly parallel 
to the overdose.

“The goal is to educate 
parents and youth about 
the epidemic and its con-
sequences,” she added.

On Thursday, April 
27, a Community Take 
Back event will be held in 
Ukiah to allow people to 
safely dispose of unneed-
ed prescription drugs. 
The Safe Rx Coalition 
and the Ukiah Drug Free 
Coalition will provide 
medication lock bags for 
free, said Klimist.

On Saturday, April 
29, the Fort Bragg Police 
Department, Fort Bragg 
Drug Free Coalition and 
the Coast Safe Rx Coali-
tion will sponsor a simi-
lar event, and more are 
promised in the future.

“These are a very im-
portant deterrent and 
prevention method to 
keep our youth safe,” Kli-
mist said. “The number 
one way that youth ac-
cess prescription drugs is 
in their parents or grand-
parents medicine cabi-
net.”

Mendocino County re-
cently received a grant to 
specifically	 address	 opi-
oid abuse and misuse as 
an issue. The grant will 
start in July, “so there is 
more to come,” said Kli-
mist.

Opioid…
from page 1

Katie Pence newest 
member of GMAC

Katie Pence of Gual-
ala has been named to 
the Gualala Municipal 
Advisory Council by 
the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors, 
and will be sworn in 
at the Council’s May 4 
meeting, according to 
Chair Robert Juengling.

Juengling said 
GMAC is still short an 
alternate and is still 
looking for potential 
members.

Pence said she has 
dealt with Mendocino 
County bureaucracy on 
a number of issues for 
which she has needed 
Coastal Development 
Permits, building per-
mits and other approv-
als and has found the 

County “very unhelp-
ful.” As a member of 
GMAC, she hopes to be 
able to change that.

She has lived in the 
general Mendonoma 
coastal area since 1984, 
working at Odiyan 
Retreat Center in So-
noma County for over 
30 years. She has also 
lived in Anchor Bay and 
Point Arena and now 
lives on a 40-acre per-
ma-culture farm near 
Gualala.

“I have a lot of expe-
rience with the Coun-
ty,” she said as a result 
of building three houses 
and doing a remodel. 
“It will be interesting 
for me to have a voice,” 
Pence said. 

Violette DeGarmo Bak-
er, Elizabeth Vasquez, 
Isela Gaona, Rachel 
Malik, Cristina Fuen-
tes, Jackson King, Bryn-
ney Zamora, Kaeley 
Mondragon, Dora Ro-
driquez, Shayla Buech-
ner, Damien nelson, 
Hailey Caughey, Jared 

Sundstrom, Estelle 
Burkhardt, Willa Cour-
drey, Karina Chavez, 
Sebastian Reaves, McK-
ena Kramer, Elise Allen, 
Faye Ritchie, Jessica 
Hughes, Rachel Kritz, 
Shayla Hay, Amanda 
Terlouw, Amelia Ronne, 
Matt Sanders and Grif-
fin	Barry.

…
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Homes
of refreshing

tranquility
The Woods offers beautifully constructed 
manufactured homes for 55+ adults on 
37 acres in the North Coast. Just a few 
minutes’ scenic drive reaches a pristine 
golf course, tennis courts, one  
of six state park beaches, or Men-
docino’s famed art galleries, shops, and 
restaurants. Come see for yourself how 
active and vibrant, yet comfortable and 
secure life can be. To tour this excep-
tional community, contact The Woods at 
(707) 937-0294.

The Woods is a community  
 of Northern California Presbyterian 
           Homes and Services.

43300 Little River Airport Road 
Little River, CA 95456

(707) 937-0294 | ncphs.org

980, from the legislative 
agenda completely. The 
deal also speeds up the 
timeline marginally, as 
AB 980 called for guide-
lines as late as January 
1, 2018.

“It makes sense to 
achieve economies of 
scale where we can,” said 
Caltrans Director Mal-
colm Dougherty about 
installing conduits to-
gether.

Other cities have 
implemented a dig once 
policy from Washington, 
D.C., to the City of Santa 
Cruz for cost savings and 
for other reasons.

Providers that cur-
rently have fiber assets 
in the area would not be 
in favor of the new Cal-
trans policy “as it could 
facilitate competition,” 
said Steel. Enhancing 
competition was one of 
the reasons Santa Cruz 
adopted the dig once 
policy according to the 
Columbia Telecommu-
nications Corporation 
white paper in its “Tech-
nical Guide to Dig Once 
Policies,” released this 
month. “But if an area is 
not being served by that 
existing provider, or not 
meeting the needs of the 
community, then com-
petition is a good thing!” 
Steel added.

nians needing service in 
priority areas.

Installing conduit does 
not guarantee a commu-
nity will get service, said 
Trish Steel, Mendocino 
Broadband Alliance ex-
ecutive committee chair, 
“but it is a valuable as-
set that can make future 
fiber deployment eco-
nomically feasible, and 
so increases the potential 
interest of a provider in 
an area.”

“Adopting a ‘dig once’ 
policy for these priority 
areas is an important ad-
vancement,” said Wood.

For two years legisla-
ture and Caltrans worked 
to “move the needle on ex-
panding Californian’s ac-
cess to broadband,” said 
Wood. By July 1, Cal-
trans’ established policy 
will  be to install conduit 
on trenching projects. 

In theory this will 
cut time and costs, since 
these trenches will only 
be opened once to install 
the conduits rather than 
multiple times.

“It’s just smart plan-
ning for the future,” said 
Steel. “If a trench is open, 
installing conduit costs 
very little.”

As a result, Wood 
pulled his most recent 
bill calling for similar 
action, Assembly Bill 

areas, regions considered 
to be either unserved or 
underserved with broad-
band service. The Califor-
nia Public Utilities Com-
mission defined “served” 
as internet speeds of 6 
mbps downstream and 
1.5 mbps upstream. Pri-
ority areas on the North-
ern California Coast in-
clude the area from Elk 
to Jenner, according to 
an appendix in a CPUC 
resolution discussing 
CASF applicants.

In an effort to continue 
the work to service these 
areas, Assemblymember 
Jim Wood introduced 
Assembly Bill 1549 last 
year. This required Cal-
trans “to notify compa-
nies or organizations 
working on broadband 
deployment ... of specified 
department-led highway 
construction projects.” 

The idea was to bring 
those companies and or-
ganizations and Caltrans 
to collaborate and install 
broadband conduit for 
each project, said Wood. 
Planned roadwork call-
ing for a trench parallel 
to state-owned highways 
would lead to Caltrans 
installing a broadband 
conduit to aid Califor-

Cable…
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The mission and pur-
pose of the Juvenile 
Justice Commission is 
to advocate for a qual-
ity system of care for 
involved juvenile offend-
ers, and the Delinquency 
Prevention Commission 
is to promote the devel-
opment of quality servic-
es, employment opportu-
nities, and resources for 
juveniles. 

More information re-
garding the book and the 
contest can be found on 
the internet at inside-
outside.me. 

Copies of the book are 
available at Point Are-
na High School, Pacific 
Charter School, and Ac-
tion Network. The con-
test deadline is May 31, 
and entries should be 
mailed or delivered to JJ-
DPC/Essay Contest, 589 
Low Gap Road, Ukiah, 
CA 95482.

Essay…

from Page 4

rehabilitation facility and 
speak to personnel to de-
termine the best course 
of action. For an injured, 
orphaned or sick bear, 
elk, deer, bighorn sheep, 
pronghorn antelope, wild 
pig or mountain lion, con-
tact CDFW directly, as 
most wildlife rehabilita-
tors are only allowed to 
possess small mammals 
and birds. Although some 
wildlife rehabilitators are 
allowed to accept fawns, 
injured or sick adult deer 
should be reported di-
rectly to CDFW for public 
safety reasons.

Anyone who removes 
a young animal from the 
wild is required to notify 
CDFW or take the animal 
to a state and federally 
permitted wildlife reha-
bilitator within 48 hours. 
These animals may need 
specialized care and feed-
ing that is best done by 
trained wildlife care spe-
cialists.

It is important to note 
that wild animals – even 
young ones – can cause 
serious injury with their 
sharp claws, hooves and 
teeth, especially when 
injured and scared. They 
may also carry ticks, fleas 
and lice, and can trans-

mit diseases to humans, 
including rabies and tu-
laremia.

To learn more about 
how to live and recreate 
responsibly where wild-
life is near, please visit 
CDFW’s Keep Me Wild 
website at keep mewild.
org. 

Wildlife…
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Coastal 
Seniors’ 
Community 
Lunch Menu

Lunch is served every 
Monday and Wednesday 
at the Veterans Hall in 
Point Arena and every 
Tuesday at the Gualala 
Community Center from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Donation is $8 for se-
niors, $10 for others ($5 
for entrée, $5 for salad 
bar). Van pickup and 
meal delivery for shut-
ins is available. For 
more information, call 
707-882-2137 or go to 
www.coastalseniors.
org

May 1 - 3
Monday: Chicken 

teriyaki, brown rice, sal-
ad bar, fruit, dessert.

Tuesday: Turkey 
meatloaf, whipped po-
tatoes and gravy, salad 
bar, fruit, dessert.

Wednesday: Pork fa-
jita, corn tortilla, black 
beans, salad bar, fruit, 
dessert.

Call the ICO if you 
see news happening.

707-884-3501

Be the eyes of the 
coast




