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Date:  December 3, 2012  

To:  Connie Stewart, Consortium Director, Redwood Coast Connect 

Subject:  Interim report for the services contract between Humboldt State Sponsored Projects 
Foundation (HSUSPF) and the Economic Development and Financing Corporation of 
Mendocino County (EDFC), effective January 2, 2012 (Agreement) 

From:  Greg Jirak, Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County Business Committee chair 

 

Overview 

This document is intended to provide HSUSPF with an interim progress report regarding the 
services the Alliance provides HSUSPF pursuant to Exhibit 1 of the Agreement, which is included 
as Exhibit A of this document.  It is intended to augment the detailed activity reports that the 
Alliance submits to HSUSPF each month. 

Much of this information is also available on the Alliance web site, 
http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/. 

While the Agreement doesn’t require a final report, the Alliance feels it important to document 
clearly what services the Alliance has actually provided to HSUSPF in the first year of the 
Agreement.  The Alliance would appreciate HSUSPF’s review of this document, with HSUSPF 
noting anything further required in the final report, but missing from this interim report. 

The Alliance would also appreciate understanding what the Alliance needs to do to renew the 
Agreement for 2013.  The Alliance assumes that a new Exhibit 1 will be drafted to specify the 
services in 2013, and a budget for doing so. 

The body of this document is organized by topic as listed in Exhibit 1 of the Agreement. 

1. Activity:  Inventory Existing County Broadband Access 

a. Action: Compile Mendocino County's current broadband access inventory. 

Based on data the Alliance collected last year, through its website and through county-
wide community input, the Alliance compiled an anecdotal database of 
unserved/underserved/served areas in Mendocino County.  This data clearly showed 
that the then current state and federal government data and maps were inconsistent 
with field data in many portions of Mendocino County. 

Based upon field data it has gathered during 2012, the Alliance compiled a first draft of 
the Mendocino County Broadband Access Inventory (MCBAI) intended to contain 
information about each broadband connection at every location of every anchor 
institution in Mendocino County. 



12/3/2012 11:15 AM 2 of 10 Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County 
  CASF/RCC Interim Report 

Currently, MCBAI has reasonably complete, reasonably accurate, information for K12 
schools, higher education, libraries, and health care providers, with partial data for 
cities, districts, and tribal.  Data for public safety is maintained separately by the 
Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services (MCOES).  MCOES has an 
organizational liaison who sits on the Alliance Steering Committee to ensure that public 
safety is included in Alliance planning while maintaining sensitive public safety 
information confidential. 

The Alliance will use MCBAI to generate reports and maps needed for planning and 
broadband deployment grant applications. 

Throughout 2012, the Alliance consulted with CPUC mapping staff to better map 
unserved/underserved/served areas in Mendocino County.  The Alliance has received a 
copy of the new CPUC field survey app for Android smartphones that delivers field data 
directly to CPUC databases, and is planning a county-wide publicity push to educate the 
public about the need to gather good field data throughout Mendocino County. 

Mendocino County government lacks GIS capacity to provide GIS services needed by the 
Alliance, so the Alliance has arranged for Sonoma County GIS to provide all 
mapping/data services.  This is very convenient, as the two counties work closely 
together on projects that cross county borders, such as the Route 1 Corridor Project 
(R1CP). 

The Alliance has also worked with CPUC staff to clarify the meaning of the terms 
certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) and competitive local exchange 
carrier (CLEC), and distributed a short white paper on the topic to Mendocino Vendor 
Connect. 

One of the vendors working with the Alliance also confirmed that application for CASF 
funding and application for a CPCN can go on in parallel, but the application won’t be 
approved until the CPCN is issued. 

i.  Outcomes: Work with CPUC mapping staff on areas that CPUC may have 
listed as served that are underserved to help understanding of current 
conditions on the ground. 

ii.  Milestone: Hold at least one meeting with CPUC mapping staff to discuss 
census block differences. 

Both the outcome and the milestone have been completed. 

As noted below, the Alliance worked closely with CPUC staff when the Alliance 
discovered a discrepancy in the CPUC database between service classification of 
CBGs and the CBs each contains. 
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b. Action: Identify critical gaps--assure that all unserved communities have a last mile 
plan. 

To identify service deficiencies and to identify middle-mile and last-mile providers to 
remedy such deficiencies, the Alliance has initiated two activities: 

1. Mendocino County Vendor Connect – The Alliance has organized Mendocino 
County Vendor Connect to include all telecommunications vendors who 
currently do business in Mendocino County, or those who are interested/should 
be interested in doing business in 
Mendocino County.  This includes 
both middle-mile and last-mile 
providers. 

2. Notices of Opportunity –  
Through its Notices of Opportunity 
program, the Alliance has 
formalized the cyclic process of 
identifying broadband access need, 
quantifying need as an 
opportunity, identifying funding 
sources, facilitating vendor grant 
application, expediting broadband 
deployment, and repeating the cycle. 

On an ongoing basis, the Alliance will distribute notices of opportunity (NO) to Vendor 
Connect.  Notices of opportunity are intended both to identify opportunities, and to 
facilitate vendor evaluation of, and grant application for, each opportunity. 

For each notice of opportunity, the Alliance will compile data for the opportunity, 
including that needed to submit CASF broadband deployment grant applications.  The 
Alliance makes an investment in maps and data whose benefit is spread across all 
vendors in Vendor Connect.   

Vendors need not make speculative investments in mapping and data to evaluate 
possible opportunities, and can concentrate instead on figuring out how to make a 
viable, fundable, business case, or determine that no business case can be made in the 
current funding/economic situation. 

The Alliance may perform field verification to confirm the CPUC’s classification of each 
census block group (CBG) included in the application’s affected area.  The Alliance 
worked with CPUC staff to understand the formal process whereby the Alliance can 
petition to certify field data correct for the purposes of grant applications. 

Needs
Assessment

Opportunities

Funding 
Sources

Vendors

Deployed
Broadband
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To date, the Alliance has distributed three notices of opportunity, and is preparing a 
fourth: 

1. Rancho Navarro – We have tremendous community support and leadership, and 
a potential last-mile applicant actively pursuing this unserved opportunity.  The 
major impediment to eliminating this unserved area is for the vendor to be 
granted a CPCN before the grant is made. 

2. Route 1 Corridor Project – This strategic project, which is a mix of unserved and 
served areas, would provide an open middle-mile fiber running from Petaluma 
out to Bodega Bay, up Route 1 to Westport, and east to Laytonville along 
Branscomb Road.  We have worked with two different potential middle-mile 
applicants to evaluate possible business scenarios, each of whom has had a 
plausible last-mile provider story. 

3. Sherwood Road/Willowbrook – This notice, for a mixed unserved/underserved 
area (mostly unserved), was only released in September.  We’ve had a few 
nibbles, but nothing concrete to date. 

4. Point Arena1 – Point Arena is significantly underserved – a recent one-month 
study conducted at Coast Community Library, located in the center of town, had 
an expected download speed value of only 800-900Kbps, though the local ISP 
claimed to be providing 5Mbps service.  When given the data, the ISP said that it 
could provide no better service than currently, but would charge for only a 
3Mbps residential service 

A Notice of Opportunity for Point Arena is in development, but not yet 
distributed. 

Point Arena is a pilot project for evaluating central office opportunities (CO) in 
general.  The Alliance will inventory all COs in Mendocino County, and will 
generate data and maps centered on each.  Using the associated demographics, 
the Alliance will generate a scored list of COs for further investigation.  Notices of 
opportunity will be generated for promising COs. 
 
Long-term, CO opportunities are limited by the imminent demise of CO copper 
plants.  Wherever ILECs abandon CO copper plants, ADSL2 opportunities will 
probably die as well.  

All NOs are under development, and none have complete data and maps. 

The Alliance will continue issuing new notices of opportunity, and updating associated 
data, throughout the rest of 2012, and all of 2013.  As notices are published or updated 

                                                       
1 During development of the Point Arena notice, the Alliance detected an issue with the CPUC dataset.  A single 
CBG completely encompasses a two mile radius circle centered on the Point Arena central office.  The CPUC’s data 
for this CBG claimed that it was unserved, while all census blocks (CB) contained in the CBG claimed to be 
underserved - Alliance field data also indicates that the CBG is underserved.  The Alliance notified CPUC mapping 
staff, who confirmed it a bug in the computation of CBG service status. 
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they will be posted to the new Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County website, 
www.MendocinoBroadband.org. 

In addition to the CO strategy mentioned above, the Alliance will use census block 
population data, together with service status data, to develop a scored list of census 
block groups to be used in prioritizing opportunity development.  Community input and 
field data will also affect opportunity priority. 

To develop an opportunity, a dataset will be generated from the CPUC dataset that 
contains all the information needed to apply for at least a CASF broadband deployment 
grant.  Necessary maps will also be generated.  If necessary, field data will be gathered 
to confirm or refute service classifications in the CPUC data. 

Then, the official notice of opportunity is drafted, reviewed, and approved prior to 
distribution to Vendor Connect and publication to the website. 

Notices of opportunity that result in broadband deployment are success stories.  These 
projects demonstrate how the current system succeeds.  From these success stories, the 
Alliance will build a database that can be used to characterize successful projects. 

Failed Opportunities 

Notices of opportunity that fail to result in broadband deployment will be put into a 
special data base for subsequent analysis.  The failure database will serve as a case 
study investigating the root causes of failure to eliminate unserved and underserved 
areas of Mendocino County.   

 

Since each notice of opportunity includes the official CPUC data for the affected area, 
the Alliance will be able to formally characterize areas that remain unserved or 
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underserved in the current funding/economic state.  Such analysis can be used by the 
CPUC to devise changes that could lead to elimination of unserved/underserved areas in 
Mendocino County, and throughout the State of California. 

The Alliance will present a year-end draft of the Mendocino County Broadband Plan, 
which includes the work products of the Agreement, to the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors at its meeting on December 10, 2012. 

i.  Outcomes: Develop last mile plans for all unserved communities in 
Mendocino and present the last mile plans to the County Board of Supervisors 

We note: 

1. The Alliance, per se, cannot devise specific last-mile plans because the 
Alliance is a match maker, not a vendor.  Every vendor has a proprietary 
cost structure that produces a different last-mile plan.  Through Vendor 
Connect, the Alliance facilitates/expedites vendor development of both 
middle-mile and last-mile broadband deployment plans, but does not 
apply directly for broadband deployment grants. 

The Alliance depends upon Vendor Connect to understand the business 
realities of the current market for broadband in each unserved or 
underserved community, and to take action when an opportunity 
becomes attractive. 

The Alliance strives to make it very easy for vendors to evaluate 
broadband opportunities in Mendocino County. 

2. There may be no possible last mile plan for some communities with the 
current regulations, funding guidelines, and overall economic climate.  
The Alliance will compile a database of such failed opportunities, and 
provide an analysis to the CPUC. 

The Alliance has an ongoing discussion about the notion of an ISP of last 
resort that would develop all opportunities not developed by Vendor 
Connect.  Nothing definite has been decided, but some scheme must be 
devised to address the issue of residual unserved/underserved areas. 

2. Activity:  Create Funding Plans for Middle Mile, Last Mile and Public Agency 
Deployment 

a. Action: Work with stakeholders to address their concerns about broadband unmet 
needs and determine their level of possible funding support. 

The Alliance holds weekly Steering Committee meetings in Ukiah, hosted by the 
Community Foundation of Mendocino County, that are open to the public.  Agendas and 
supporting materials have been distributed for each meeting to an open subscriber list.  
In 2013, they will be posted to the Alliance web site where visitors may subscribe to 
notifications via email or through RSS feeds. 
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As detailed in the monthly reports, Steering Committee meetings often target specific 
constituencies, including vendors, public safety, tribal, medical, and library. 

In January, 2012, the Alliance hosted a tri-county (Mendocino, Sonoma, and Lake) 
meeting to establish an informal working relationship between the three counties at the 
supervisorial level.  All counties were represented by at least one supervisor, the CEO’s 
office, and economic development.  Others represented were public safety, information 
services, K12, higher education, the library district, health care providers, and tribal 
interests. 

In February, 2012, the Alliance convened a meeting of Mendocino County Health Care 
Connect with representatives of California Telehealth Network (CTN).  Most health care 
organizations in the county sent representatives to work with CTN to expedite CTN 
membership applications that were due at the end of March. 

Both the Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services and Mendocino County 
Planning & Building Services have officially designated members of the Steering 
Committee, and participate actively in the Alliance. 

i. Outcome: Gather financial support in order to obtain the CASF matching grant 
and technical assistance for Mendocino broadband deployment. 

The Alliance identified a qualified investment fund of $35M interested in investing or 
loaning the matching funds for broadband deployment and operation projects in 
Mendocino County.  The Alliance then introduced a potential Mendocino County vendor 
to this funding source.  Their discussion was proprietary, but both parties thanked the 
Alliance for the introduction, and indicated that business might be transacted.  The 
Alliance will continue to provide such introductions as opportunities evolve. 

The Alliance is also closing in on a $40,000 challenge grant from the Community 
Foundation of Mendocino County, and plans to meet the match by the end of 2012.  
This will significantly boost Alliance unrestricted reserves. 

b. Action: Promote CASF Fund. Conduct open information briefings for stakeholders and 
providers. 

The Alliance promotes CASF explicitly in most of its work products.  Documents and 
presentations often include explicit mention of CASF, and the notice of opportunity 
program promotes CASF funding as a primary funding source. 

The Alliance was prepared to endorse a non-standard regional CASF application, 
scheduled for submission October 1, 2012, but this application has been delayed to 
February, 2013. 

The Alliance was also prepared to endorse a CASF unserved application that would have 
qualified for the October 1 submission date, but that application will be delayed until 
the applicant obtains the CPCN needed to apply for the grant.   

The Alliance is working with two other possible applicants scheduled to submit in 
February 2013. 
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i. Outcome: have at least one CASF application submitted from Mendocino 
County. 

Events beyond the Alliance’s control result in the fact that no CASF application will 
be submitted before the end of the year for a project in Mendocino County.  The 
Alliance does not apply directly for broadband deployment grants, but depends on 
individual vendors to do so. 

The Alliance has endorsed the Northern California Regional Middle-Mile 
Infrastructure grant application that will include the Route 1 Corridor Project 
spanning Mendocino and Sonoma Counties. 

ii. Outcome: Submit a minimum of 10 Letters of support for every CASF grant 
submitted to provide broadband infrastructure for Mendocino County. 

This year’s endorsement drive has already netted almost 100 endorsements with 
more in the pipeline.  Since the Alliance will be endorsing multiple applications from 
multiple funders, The Alliance has asked its endorsees to make the Alliance 
endorsees’ agent for the purposes of endorsing broadband deployment grant 
applications in Mendocino County during the coming year. 

3. Activity:  Work with everyone to expedite rural broadband deployment. 

The Alliance motto is “we will work with anyone who will work with us.”  The Alliance 
operates in a vendor/community/demographic neutral way.  Weekly Steering Committee 
meetings are open to everyone, and everyone can receive electronic meeting materials, 
which are widely distributed.  A conference line can be kept open throughout the meetings 
for telephonic attendees. 

As detailed in the monthly reports, members of the Alliance have appeared on the radio, on 
podcasts, and in the newspapers discussing the critical need for improved broadband 
service in rural California. 

a. Action: Work with State and Federal regulators to understand environmental issues 
and requirement for priority deployment projects. 

The Alliance has established an ongoing relationship with Mendocino County Building & 
Planning Services, and is collaborating on drafting a revision to the County’s Wireless 
Guidelines.  As detailed in the monthly reports, the Alliance has held Steering 
Committee meetings that brought the County planning department together with 
interested vendors to discuss planning issues related to broadband deployment projects 
of all magnitude. 

Mendocino and Sonoma counties are also collaborating to expedite planning of inter-
county projects. 

4. Activity:  Provide support to remove barriers impeding advancement of wireless 
broadband deployment.. 

a. Action: Engage wireless broadband providers, local jurisdictional reps, and consumer 
advocacy groups, to identify permitting barriers to cell tower siting. 
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The Alliance is fully engaged with Mendocino County Planning & Building Services 
(MCPBS).  The Director of MCPBS sits on the Alliance Executive Committee, and the 
county planner responsible for broadband meets frequently with the Alliance. 

The Alliance is also engaged with Vendor Connect, hosting special Steering Committee 
meetings specifically targeting broadband planning issues, including permitting for 
tower and equipment installation.  These meetings bring together vendors and county 
planning in a cordial, productive process that will lead to improvements in broadband 
planning in Mendocino County. 

The Alliance has reviewed and commented upon new Mendocino County Wireless 
Guidelines, and has encouraged Vendor Connect to do so as well. 

The Alliance has formed an informal working relationship with Sonoma County at the 
supervisorial level to facilitate and facilitate broadband deployment in both counties, 
and for inter-county projects. 

b. Milestone: Develop a list of barriers to wireless deployment, suggest policy changes 
necessary and present them to the Board of Supervisors 

Following is a discussion of impediments to the elimination of unserved and 
underserved areas of Mendocino County.  Most of these impediments are assumed to 
be problems for other low density rural areas. 

The Alliance operates on the basic assumption that individuals and organizations have a 
basic right to broadband service in populated areas and along transportation corridors.  
Most impediments to elimination of unserved/underserved areas are systemic, and 
need to be remedied strategically. 

1. No backhaul - Lack of affordable reliable backhaul for local last-mile providers is 
one of the biggest impediments to elimination of unserved/underserved areas in 
Mendocino County. 

2. No cherry picking – Cherry picking comes in many forms, but all are basically the 
same – a high-value asset or localized area is served, but the surrounding low-
value area is not.  Typically, the backhaul for the high-value asset/area passes 
through unserved/underserved areas. 

ILECs should ensure that low-value areas surrounding high value assets/areas, 
and along backhaul routes, are served as well. 

Suggestions: 

a. Provide backhaul in refused service areas:  ILECs either provide last-mile 
service in surrounding areas and throughout backhaul routes, or provide 
affordable backhaul to last-mile providers in such areas. 

3. Reduce barriers to entry – Eliminate possession of a CPCN as a requirement for 
certain CASF broadband deployment grant applications, e.g., WISPs collocating 
for IP only. 
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4. Costly queries about collocation effectively stifle local last mile providers. 

5. Require ILECs to lease dark fiber running to remote terminals at reasonable rates 
to CLECs. 

6. Allow collocation at reasonable rates by CLECs at any drop along dark fiber 
route, including remote terminals. 

7. Eliminate Pole Tax – Reduce expensive pole and attachment tariffs  

5. Activity:  Involve the entire County of Mendocino 

a. Action: Convene at least 4 face-to-face meetings that are open to the public in 
Mendocino County. 

As detailed in the monthly reports, the Alliance has conducted over 30 public meetings 
during 2012: 

1. The Alliance holds weekly steering committee meetings that are open to the 
public, and whose meeting materials are widely distributed. 

2. The Alliance has held community meetings, and addressed community 
organizations, throughout the County. 

3. The Alliance has appeared on radio programs and podcasts, and in newspaper 
articles. 

6. Activity:  Participate in the Redwood Coast Connect Regional Consortium 

The Alliance believes that it has submitted all reports required by the Agreement, is current 
with all, and has responded to HSUSPF promptly. 

The Alliance would appreciate prompt feedback from HSUSPF with respect to HSUSPF’s 
satisfaction with the Alliance’s performance of all services provided by the Alliance pursuant 
to the Agreement. 

7. Activity:  Collaborate with everyone, including participation in the annual broadband 
forum 

The Alliance sent two representatives to, and gave a presentation at, the annual broadband 
forum sponsored by CASF/RCC, and held October 11, 2012, in Fortuna, California, at the 
River Lodge. 



 

   

List of Exhibits 

Exhibit A. Exhibit 1 of the Agreement – Services provided by the Alliance 

Exhibit B. Monthly Redwood Coast Connect Progress Reports to Date 

Exhibit C. Notices of Opportunity issued to date 

Exhibit D. Outreach documents 

Exhibit E. Mendocino County Broadband Access Inventory 

Exhibit F. Endorsements 



 

   

Exhibit A. Exhibit 1 of the Agreement – Services provided by the Alliance 

Following copy from executed Agreement. 

 



 

   

Exhibit B. Monthly Redwood Coast Connect Progress Reports 

The monthly Redwood Coast Connect progress reports will be omitted from copies of this 
Report when sent via email due to size limitations, but are available on the Alliance web site at 
http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/data-and-reports/. 



 

   

Exhibit C. Notices of Opportunity Distributed to Date 

Notices of opportunity will be omitted from copies of this report when sent via email due to 
size limitations, but are available on the Alliance web site at 
http://mendocinobroadband.org/notices-of-opportunity/ 



 

   

Exhibit D. Outreach documents 

1. Broadband Crisis in Rural California 



 

Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County 
PO Box 946  Ukiah, CA  95482 

www.MendocinoBroadband.org 
AdministrativeCoordinator@MendocinoBroadband.org  707.354.2262 

 BROADBAND CRISIS IN RURAL CALIFORNIA 

 
Participating Organizations 

Community Foundation of Mendocino County 
Economic Development & Financing Corporation 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
Mendocino County Executive Office 
Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services 
Mendocino County Office of Education 
Mendocino County Library District 
Mendocino County Tribal Connect 
Mendocino County Health Providers Connect 
Mendocino County Colleges Connect 
Mendocino County Public Media Connect 
Mendocino Coast Broadband Alliance 

Executive Committee 

Dan Hamburg – Mendocino County Supervisor 
5th District 

John McCowen – Mendocino County Supervisor 
2nd District 

Steve Dunnicliff – Mendocino County Executive Office 
Susanne Norgard – Community Foundation of 

Mendocino County Executive Director 
John Kuhry – EDFC Executive Director 
Jim Moorehead – Executive Committee Chair 
Brian Churm – Technology Committee Chair 
John Goldsmith – Fund Development Committee Chair 
Greg Jirak – Strategic Planning & Business Chair 

Advisory Panel 

Al Beltrami - Retired Mendocino County CEO 
Paul Tichinin - Mendocino County Superintendant of 

Schools 
Melanie Lightbody - Mendocino County Library Director 
Mary Anne Landis - Ukiah City Council Member 
Conrad L. Cox - Retired Judge of the Mendocino County 

Superior Court 
Mitch Sprague - Business Manager, Mendocino 

Community Network 
Rod Lorimer - Mendocino Coast Broadband Alliance 
Bob Coppock - Mendocino Coast Broadband Alliance 

Community Council 

Albion – Shirley Freriks 
Comptche – Mark Zarlin 
Elk – Sharon Garner 
Fort Bragg – Gary Garcia 
Little River – Jim Culp 
Mendocino – Jim Moorehead 
Point Arena – Tom Reid 
Potter Valley – Brian Churm 
Redwood Valley – Keith Tiemann 
Sea Ranch/Stewarts Point – Bill McCarthy 
Cazadero/Jenner – Mike Nicholls 

The mission of the Broadband 
Alliance of Mendocino County is 

to ensure that the county’s 
population has affordable 

universal broadband access in 
their homes, businesses and 

transportation to support 
economic viability, ensure health 

and safety, and access 
educational opportunities. 

California’s rural economy is threatened by inadequate 
broadband access.  Faulty maps, based on unverified data 
provided by the telecommunications industry, and compiled by 
the state and federal governments, hide this escalating crisis. 

In 2011, government data claimed that 84% of Mendocino 
County had broadband access, while Alliance on-the-ground 
estimates indicated that over half the County was still on dial-
up.  Because of this disconnect between official data and on-
the-ground reality, Mendocino County has been denied funding 
for critical broadband projects throughout the County. 

2011 also saw the business failure of a major Internet service 
provider (ISP) for coastal southern Mendocino and northern 
Sonoma Counties.  Even though this service was too slow to 
qualify as broadband, it was the only viable ISP for many areas.  
This failure had a cascading negative economic impact.   

Some local businesses were immediately forced to switch to 
expensive, inadequate satellite service.  Some small businesses, 
who couldn’t afford satellite service, failed.  Library and senior 
services were disrupted, and tourists had disappointing visits. 

Without adequate broadband access, rural economies will 
stagnate and fail. 
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 In 2011, the Alliance conducted an online 
county-wide needs assessment to determine 
actual, on-the-ground, broadband access 
throughout the county.  Using an online form, or 
hard copy survey forms, people could report 
broadband access data at specific street 
addresses.  After receiving data for over 7% of all 
county residences, the Alliance produced maps 
showing the extent of the problem. 

Working with its contacts throughout the 
county, the Alliance compiled a broadband 
access inventory for county anchor institutions 
including emergency services, medical services, 
schools, libraries, colleges, and major businesses. 

Alliance data conflicts with government data for 
the same period. 

In 2012, the Alliance will identify broadband 
deployment projects throughout the county, 
start getting currently buildable projects built, 
and advocate for the changes needed to build 
the currently unbuildable. 

Initial study indicates some projects will not be 
built under current broadband regulations, due to 
economic constraints.  Costly middle-mile fiber 
over-builds might be avoided if existing middle-
mile bandwidth were made available in 
unserved/underserved areas. 

Without recourse to reasonable regulatory change, 
many rural areas throughout California won’t 
benefit from broadband.  Their communities will 
become increasingly disenfranchised, and their 
economies will eventually disintegrate. 

The Alliance has received a three-year, $60,000 
planning grant from the California Advanced 
Services Fund, and a $40,000 challenge grant from 
the Community Foundation of Mendocino County, 
of which over half has already been raised. 

The Alliance is largely staffed by volunteer 
professionals supported by part-time paid staff. 

Contact the Alliance today - help us ensure that 
everyone in California benefits from broadband. 

www.MendocinoBroadband.org 

 
Alliance Online Broadband Access Survey 

 
Proposed Route 1 Corridor Project 

Served

Underserved

Unserved



 

   

Exhibit E. Mendocino County Broadband Access Inventory (MCBAI) 

MCBAI will be omitted from copies of this report sent via email due to size limitations but 
access information can be found on the Alliance web site at 
http://mendocinobroadband.org/broadband-access-inventory/. 



 

   

Exhibit F. Endorsements 

Endorsements will be omitted from copies of this report sent via email due to size limitations. 



 2012 Broadband Grant Endorsements
Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County

 94 Total Endorsements As Of 08/28/12

Representing FirstName LastName Title OrganizationType

1 Mendocino County Farm Bureau Devon Jones Agricultural

2 Perkowski Bob Perkowski BAMC 
3 Baileys Judith Bailey Owners Business
4 Bio-Engineering Associates Kathleen Martin chief Operating Officer Business
5 Book Bunnies Julie Aldwell Owner Business

6 Bostwick Appraisal Services Linda Bostwick Business

7 Cabral Carpet Care Tim Cabral Owner Business

8 Crane of Ukiah Douglas Crane President Business

9 Dances in Wood Eric Lassotovitch Business

10 Edell Dean Edell Doctor Business

11 Graviers Tire and Auto Shannon Ford Business Owner Business

12 HML Studio, Inc Henrik Liisberg President Business

13 Laytonville Gas Company, Inc Charles Whitecomb Vice-president Business

14 Liqua-Tech Corp Marta Sligh President Business

15 Long Valley Feed Meadow Shere Owner Business

16 Mendocino County Observer Susan Shields Owner Business

17 Mulligan Press Dan Ramsey publisher Business

18 Rainbow Agricultural Jim Mayfield Business

19 Ricochet Ridge Ranch Lari Shea Business

20 Ron Krigin Equipment and Pump Service Ron Krigin Owner Business

21 Skip Gibbs Company, Inc Skip Gibbs President/owner Business
22 Smyser Associates Connie Smyser Business

23 State Farm Jay Epstein Agent Business

24 West Company Pamela Patterson Business

25 Community Foundation of Mendocino County Susanne Norgard Community

26 Laytonville Healthy Start Jayma Shields Community

27 Mendocino Coast Broadband Alliance Shirley Freriks Community

28 Rancho Navarro Association Robert Sowers President of BoD Community

29 Sherwood Gates Community Brian Corzillius Community

30 Consolidated Tribal Health Project, Inc. Michael Knight Board Chairman Health Care

31 Long Valley Health Center, Inc. Rod Grainger Health Care

32 Redwood Coast Medical Services, Inc Diane Agee Health Care

33 University of California, Berkeley Mary Power Professor, Faculty Director Higher education

34 University of California, Berkeley Peter Steel Site Manager Higher education

35 Allende Megan Allende Individual

36 Andrakin Linda Andrakin Individual

37 Bell Craig Bell Individual
38 Bliem Debbie Bliem Individual
39 Burningham Sharon Burningham Individual

40 Carpenter Carolyn Carpenter Artist Individual

41 Chapman Linda Chapman Individual

42 Clark Wally Clark Individual

43 Darnell D. Roe Darnell Individual

44 Dickson Regina Dickson Individual

45 Dow Phillip Dow Individual

46 Edell, Sharon and Dean Sharon Edell Individual
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47 Elliott Katharine Elliott Individual

48 Epstein Jay Epstein Individual

49 Feaster Dana Feaster Individual

50 Ford Shannon Ford Individual

51 Frey Valerie Frey Individual

52 Gibbs Gengoux Katherine Gibbs Gengoux Business owner Individual

53 Gillespie Carrie Gillespie Individual

54 Golightly Kandice Golightly Teacher Individual

55 Gregory-Pruett Sherrie Gregory-Pruett Individual

56 Harvey Hoechstetter Harvey Hoechstetter Individual

57 Hunt Sharon Hunt Individual

58 Komer Marc Komer Legal Document Assistant Individual

59 Myers Lynda Myers Individual

60 Patterson Pamela Patterson Individual

61 Salmen Neelam Salmen Individual

62 Scollin Christy Scollin Individual
63 Seggel Heather Seggel Individual

64 Selim Francine Selim Individual
65 Smith Melvin Smith Individual
66 Steel Trish Steel received letter Individual
67 Turner Steve Turner Individual

68 Wells Walter Wells Individual
69 Westwood Kent Westwood Individual

70 Fort Bragg Unified School District Donald Armstrong, Dr. Superintendant K-12 education

71 Laytonville Unified School District Joanie Potter Superintendant K-12 education

72 Mendocino County Office of Education Paul Tichinin County Superintentant K-12 education

73 Mendocino Unified School District Jason Morse Superintendant K-12 education

74 Point Arena Joint Union High School District Colleen Cross, Ed.D Superintendant K-12 education

75 Ukiah Unified School District Debra Kubin Superintendant K-12 education

76 Willits Unified School District Ray Chadwick Superintendant K-12 education

77 Coast Community Library Friends Greg Jirak President Libraries

78 Mendocino County Library System Annette DeBacker Interim Library Director Libraries

79 City of Ukiah, City Council Member Mary Anne Landis Mayor Local government

80 County of Mendocino Executive Office Steve Dunnicliff Local government

81 Mendocino County Board of Supervisors Kendall Smith Local government

82 Mendocino College D. Roe Darnell Mendocino College

83 Congressman Mike Thompson Heidi Dickerson District Rep Political

84 District Attorney's Office Beth Norman Public safety

85 Mendocino County Sheriff's Office Tom Allman Sheriff-Coroner Public safety

86 Coastal Mendocino Association of Realtors Paul Clark President Real estate

87 Frank Howard Allen Realtors Steve Harder Owner Real estate

88 Gualala Real Estate Company, Inc Sean Gaynor-Rousseau Real estate

89 Hometown Realty Jon Behnke Manager Real estate

90 Pacific Real Estate Leonard Balter Owner Real estate

91 The Coastal Real Estate Co Hanne Liisberg President Real estate

92 Joshua Grindle Inn Joshua Grindle Tourism

93 Sea Ranch Beach Rentals Steve Harder Owner Tourism

94 Hopland Band of Pomo Indians Leonard Powell Tribal government
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