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Release Event-State of Broadband in Northern California 
Friday, June 28

th
, 2013      9:30 am – noon 

  The Community Foundation of Mendocino County  
204 S. Oak Street, Ukiah, CA 95482  (707) 468-9882 

Dial in at (605) 477-2100  Participant access code: 565491# 
(If you have problems dialing in, try dialing (805) 360-1075 first,  

 then the regular number, then #, and then access code and # again) 

 
 Introductions:  9:30 am 1.

a. Attendees:  Bob Perkowski (Perkowski Screenprint and Embroidery), Carole Brodsky 
(Alliance media), Conrad Cox (retired judge, Community Foundation Board member), Dan 
Hamburg (Mendocino County 5th District Supervisor), Doug McCorkle (North Coast 
Railroad Authority), Greg Jirak (Alliance Strategic Chair), Jayed Scotti, Jeff Tyrell (Field 
representative for Senator Noreen Evans), Jim and Darlene Robinson (Connect Joy Road), 
Jim Mayfield (Community Foundation Board President), Jim Moorehead (Alliance 
Chairman), John Goldsmith (Alliance Finance Chair), John Kuhry (ED of Economic 
Development and Financing Corporation), Larry and Marilyn Wagner (Wagner Photo Art), 
Margaret Bond (Rancho Navarro), Mike Nicholls (Co-chair Access Sonoma Broadband), 
Mindy Kittay (Mendocino County Librarian), Mitch Drake (CEO, of Golden Bear 
Broadband), Phil Dow (ED of Mendocino Council of Governments), Randy McDonald 
(Comptche Assistant Fire Chief, Alliance liaison), Richard and Tina Biddle (Rancho Navarro 
Association), Stephen Turner (Mendocino County Office of Education), Tami Bartolomei 
(Program Manager of Office of Emergency Services), Trish Steel (Administrative 
Coordinator for Alliance) 

b. Call-in:  Brandon Merritt (Analyst, Mendocino County Executive Office), Brian Churm 
(Technology Chair Alliance), Carl Wahl (Connect Joy Road), Christie McManus 
(Independent Coast Observer), Dr. Jeanine Pfeiffer (Santa Clara University), Jack Dupre 
(Access Sonoma Broadband), John McCowen (2nd District Supervisor of Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors), Mike Nicklors (spelling?), Rod Lorimer (Mendocino Coast 
Broadband Alliance) 

 Introductory Remarks – Jim Moorehead 2.

a. Jim opened this event stating his concern about the “Persistent Digital Divide”, a term 
which refers to the gulf dividing those who have broadband service from those who are 
underserved, or not served at all.  His concern is that this divide is becoming wider and 
deeper, and if it is not addressed now, it will threaten the well-being of all communities in 
northern California.  

b. The incumbent carriers, the telephone and cable companies as publically owned 
companies (all headquartered out-of-state), have shareholder priorities which means that 
they are looking for higher level of rate of return on their investments than available in 
rural areas.  Because of this, they will not fix our problem. 

c. Ratepayer funds, different and separate from taxpayer funds and shareholder funds, exist 
to fix the problem in accounts such as the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF), and 
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we are all paying into it with small charges on our phone bills.  These funds are designated 
to subsidize the capital investment in broadband infrastructure in high-cost, rural areas, 
such as all the northern California counties. 

d. One such project that is applying for these available funds is the Northern California 
Middle-Mile Infrastructure Project, or better known as “Golden Bear Broadband” or 
“GBB”.    This project, as proposed in their grant application, would provide robust and 
redundant broadband coverage for sixteen of the northern California counties.  Mitch 
Drake, Chief Architect and CEO of GBB, is here and available to answer any questions 
during our discussion period. 

e. Unfortunately, the incumbent carriers have mounted a fierce attack in Sacramento and 
San Francisco in an attempt to stop grass-roots groups such as the Alliance and our 
partner Access Sonoma Broadband to access these funds for projects such as GBB.  They 
are targeting Senate Bill 740, which would provide additional and continued funding for 
CASF, and challenging the Golden Bear Broadband application as unfair competition. 

f. Today, the Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County and Access Sonoma Broadband are 
releasing our new report, “State of Broadband in Northern California” (SBNC) which 
clearly demonstrates the problem.  Greg Jirak, Alliance Strategic Chair, put many 
(volunteer) hours into this report, and he deserves a big thanks. 

g. Our second announcement today is formation of the “Broadband Coalition of Northern 
California Counties”, or BCNCC.  This coalition is important so that the legislators and 
regulators who are making all of these decisions that so affect our counties will hear our 
collective rural voices and act on what they hear.  These collective voices must offset the 
well-funded lobbying efforts of the entrenched incumbent carriers. 

h. Unfortunately, most of the grants funding decisions are based on inaccurate data.  The 
national and state broadband maps show that rural California has great broadband, and 
it’s not based on what the Alliance calls “ground truth” coverage.   

 Community Foundation of Mendocino County:  Founding and incubating the Alliance 3.

a. Jim Mayfield, Board President of the Community Foundation of Mendocino County, 
welcomed everyone to this office, the “new” permanent home of the Community 
Foundation, and spoke a little about their mission and goals. 

b. As a foundation they are trying to take care of education and health of the community, 
which ties directly into the economic vitality of the county because without jobs, income 
and a healthy tax base, it’s hard to have a vibrant community.   

c. They came across the broadband issue very early in their board discussions about these 
issues, and they recognized that broadband is truly an infrastructure requirement to 
provide opportunities for residents.   

d. As a philanthropic organization, they had a donor with an interest in economic 
development who was willing to donate $30,000, and another foundation was willing to 
donate an additional $10,000.  The combined amount was used to establish the 
Community Foundation Broadband Development Challenge Grant fund. 

e. A process that was born brought us a tremendous amount of volunteers with incredible 
talent to this effort, and it now reaches into Sonoma County as well.  The Alliance recently 
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completed the fund raising drive to meet the challenge grant which has provided $80,000 
in unrestricted funds. 

f. The recognition that charitable giving can have an economic benefit within the county has 
been a powerful model.  The Community Foundation is happy to be supporting and 
cheering the Alliance on. 

g. Jim Moorehead added that our other source of financing is a 3 year, $60 K planning grant 
from the CPUC.  Economic Development and Financing Corp. (EDFC) is our fiscal sponsor 
and John Kurhy ED of EDFC is here today and is a member of the Alliance Executive 
Committee. 

 Solid county government support- Supervisor Dan Hamburg 4.

a. Dan Hamburg, Chair of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors and 5th District 
Supervisor, spoke next about the involvement of the Executive Office in the broadband 
issue. 

b. It is appropriate that the board is involved in the broadband effort, as they often make 
decisions that have enormous consequences both for the good and negative.  Over a 
decade ago, in 1998, the board entered into a contract with Williams Communications for 
Rights of Way to build backbone fiber through the county from the Japan Cable Landing 
Station at Manchester. It was a momentous decision on the negative side.  That fiber was 
put in, but there is no access to it.  It goes right past many houses, including Dan’s, and 
the residents are still left unserved. 

c. This effort has deep roots in the county, and Jim personally has been working on this issue 
for six years.   When the south coast ISP Esplanade went down two and a half years ago, 
Dan invited Greg to address the board on the situation and the economic implications for 
the county.  At that point, they really understood that they need to support an effort to 
create a 21st century infrastructure since we live in a broadband world, and without it our 
economy will be crippled and personal lives ruined.  County revenues have been flat lining 
for the past six years, county government is in retreat, and county staff has taken pay 
cuts.  These are dangerous trends, and getting access to our citizens is part of reversing 
these trends.  Currently, we are far behind the urban areas. 

d. There are important decisions being made in Sacramento, and Mendocino County needs 
to have a voice in those decisions.  That is why the Board of Supervisors and Executive 
Office are involved in these efforts. 

e. Dan Hamburg and John McCowen were designated as the representatives for the Board of 
Supervisors to the Alliance, and expertise from Planning and Building were added to the 
effort along with a sizable donation from PG&E. 

f. Dan related that it has been an amazing experience for him, in that in all his years in 
government, he has never seen a volunteer group with as much energy, expertise, and 
determination as the Alliance.  His hat is off to Jim, Greg, Brian, Mike, Randy, and a lot 
more people, and he is honored to be part of this effort.   

g. Jim closed this part by thanking and appreciating Dan for his close involvement, stating 
that Dan attends 90% of our meetings. 

 Alliance History – Jim Moorehead 5.
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a. Jim gave a very brief history of how the original Mendocino Coast Broadband Alliance 
came into being.  In 1994 Jim and his wife Arlene bought a house four miles east of 
Mendocino Village, a quarter mile beyond the Comcast service area.  The misleading, 
inaccurate maps show his house as being served by several providers, but in reality it is 
unserved.  He met Shirley Freriks and with a small group of her neighbors in Albion, 
formed the Mendocino Coast Broadband Alliance.   A seasoned telecom professional in 
east central Vermont advised Jim that they needed to get bigger, so they began to pull in 
county-wide support into what has become the Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County. 

b. Jim was also on the board of the Community Foundation, and as the Foundation became 
more stable financially moved into more of a community leadership position, Jim made 
noise about the broadband issue and they realized that it matched with the Foundation 
goals, so a great partnership was born.  Founding members included the Community 
Foundation, the Board of Supervisors and CEO office, EDFC and MCBA. 

 Access Sonoma Broadband History – Mike Nicholls 6.

a. Mike Nichols from Access Sonoma Broadband gave a quick summary of their 
organization’s history. 

b. They began as “Sonoma Connect”, but recently changed their name to “Access Sonoma 
Broadband.”  (Sonoma Connect is taken as a veteran’s social networking site)  

c. Mike was appointed by Sonoma 5th District Supervisor Efren Carillo to explore the 
expansion of rural broadband in Sonoma County.  They too have a rural digital divide and 
lack broadband infrastructure, and our two counties are very similar once you get off the 
101 corridor.   

d. Mike discovered the Alliance, and it didn’t make sense for both counties to be doing this 
separately.  It made complete sense to have an interconnecting, redundant broadband 
project that would begin in Petaluma, continue west to the coast, north up to Westport 
and then back to the 101 corridor.    

e. Working together, our two groups have established trust and true collaboration, and 
together we have progressed and continue to learn every week at our meetings.  Mike 
stated that the political process has been challenging, but working together and meeting 
every week is so important. 

f. Access Sonoma Broadband enjoys the support of the Sonoma Board of Supervisors, who 
recognized the importance of this effort and funded their organization with $45K to get 
them going.  They also enjoy the strong support of Supervisors Carrillo and McGuire.  The 
Water agency added another $15K.   

g. The Alliance/Access Sonoma Broadband has held meetings in both Ukiah and Santa Rosa, 
and provided the opportunity for supervisors from both counties to come together and 
meet for fact-finding sessions.  They have been good, collaborative meetings with 
enormous mutual benefit.  It’s the beginning of bigger and better things! 

 Community Broadband Heroes awards 7.

a. Certificates were presented to four communities that have done an outstanding job of 
organizing themselves to improve broadband service to their community, two in Sonoma 
County and two in Mendocino County.  These four certificates were presented to 
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representatives from those communities who took the lead in their local effort, and 
photos were taken for submission to local media: 

i. Jim Robinson and his wife accepted the certificate on behalf of the Connect Joy 
Road and Area Committee (Sonoma).  The group pulled together parcel maps, 
documented the lack of broadband in their area, contacted ASB and the 
Alliance and submitted this information to the Public Utilities Commission and 
made some noise.  (On the official, inaccurate broadband coverage maps, their 
neighborhood is shown as “served.”) 

ii. The Sea Ranch Association (Sonoma) was also recognized for their efforts 
which began early on, as they were affected by the demise of Esplanade on the 
coast.  They had 1800 homes that were left with dial-up or satellite connection.  
They have participated with the Golden Bear Broadband project, and have 
provided 1.7 million in “in-kind” contributions to the project including forty-
seven miles of rights of way.  Frank Bell, who was on his way from Eureka to 
accept the certificate was not able to make it but the Sea Ranch was honored 
none-the-less and the certificate will be mailed. 

iii. Margaret Bond accepted the certificate on behalf of Rancho Navarro 
Association (Mendocino).  Rancho Navarro has 105 households without 
service, and worked with the Alliance collecting data for the maps 
documenting their need.  The Alliance then presented this to potential 
providers as a Notice of Opportunity, and a non-profit out of San Francisco 
responded and is working very hard to devise a plan to get broadband to them.  
Technically it can be done, but they are waiting on permission from AT&T to 
use some equipment.  Margaret very humbly said that “SeaKay is the real 
hero.” 

iv. Randy McDonald accepted the certificate on behalf of the Comptche 
Broadband Committee (Mendocino), which was formed to get broadband into 
Comptche.  Randy is the Assistant Fire Chief in Comptche, and a number of 
years ago he decided to take on AT&T and the CPUC and he was successful.  
Randy spoke how in the summer of 2005 all the roads in Comptche were dug 
up as they put in fiber optic cable, and the residents were anxiously waiting.  
Then…nothing.  In frustration they formed their committee, and it still took 
another four years before they were able to get broadband into downtown 
Comptche.    Comptche was fortunate in that the CPUC took them “under their 
wing”, and stewarded a small grant through the process and forced ATT to the 
table.  He spoke as to how unfair it is for citizens to have to do this, and to 
spend so much time and effort just to get the same service that is available in 
other areas.  It shouldn’t have to take special treatment from the CPUC just to 
make it happen, and it highlights how bad the problem is.  Randy was very 
appreciative of the recognition, and said that the certificate will be posted in 
the Comptche store. 

b. And finally, the first ever, Broadband Super-Hero Award was presented to Mike Nicholls of 
Access Sonoma Broadband for outstanding service in bringing broadband to all of 
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northern California, for being an outstanding colleague, and an all-around great human 
being.  Mike drives up from Cazadero almost every Friday to attend the Alliance meetings, 
and the Alliance is very appreciative of his dedication and his enormous contribution that 
he brings to this collaborative effort. 

 Release:  State of Broadband in Northern California – Greg Jirak 8.

a. Greg thanked everyone for coming on such short notice, and presented the release of the 
70-page, Alliance-produced document, “The State of Broadband in Northern California.”  
Jeff Tyrell, District Representative for Senator Noreen Evans, suggested that the Alliance 
put together a more formal presentation of the broadband problem, and that is what we 
have done.  There is a lot of data in this document, but the core is only about three to four 
pages.  This document can be found on our website at 
http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/sbnc2013/ or it can be emailed to you upon 
request by contacting admincoordinator@MendocinoBroadband.org. 

b. Greg answered the obvious question, “What is the state of broadband?” with the fact that 
in the rural areas of Mendocino and the other northern California counties, we have a 
persistent “Digital Divide” that is not being addressed.  The digital divide is a term that the 
Alliance has embraced that refers to the gulf dividing those who have broadband service 
from those who are underserved, or not served at all.   This divide is being ignored by the 
incumbent providers, and they refuse to fix the problem. 

c. The digital divide is very complicated, and the Alliance has identified eleven components 
of the divide, and if any one component is lacking then it can result in no broadband 
service.   

d. As another example, the mayor of Fort Bragg needed a 1GB connection for his business in 
downtown Fort Bragg, and got a price quote from the incumbent provider.  He was 
quoted a price of $15,000/month, which is more than a years’ worth of broadband if he 
lived in San Francisco.  So cost is also one component of the digital divide.  How can our 
businesses possibly compete if the providers charge these sorts of rates?  

e. Increasingly, broadband is becoming a basic utility like electricity and water, and it’s not 
ok for the major providers to say that providing coverage in rural areas doesn’t have the 
return on their investment that they want, and then to shut out anyone else who are 
willing to provide that service.  If they are not competing, then government grants should 
be able to come into play to provide service. 

f. Currently there is a grant application under review at the CPUC that would provide this 
much needed service that the incumbent carriers won’t provide, and the project is 
officially called “The Northern California Regional Middle-Mile Infrastructure Project.”  
Informally the project is called “Golden Bear Broadband.” (see 
http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/ncrmmi/ for more info) 

g. Golden Bear is facing a huge hurdle because the grant applications are required to be 
evaluated using the wrong data (advertised coverage and not ground-truth coverage) at 
the wrong scale (Census block group data and not parcel level data).  If one household is 
served in an entire census block, then the entire census block is considered served.  This 
creates the impression from the maps that most of Mendocino County is served with high 
speed internet, and that is simple fiction.  We are asking that this incorrect data collection 
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method be fixed, and we are working on a number of fronts to do that.  Until then, we 
need to keep support for projects such as Golden Bear strong. 

h. This grant season, the total application amount exceeds the amount in the California 
Advanced Services Fund (CASF) account.  These funds exist to fix the problem, and we are 
all paying into it with small charges on our phone bills.  By legislation, they cannot fund 
grants without funds, so we need additional funding if we hope to have a regional project. 

i. SB740 as originally written would have provided $100 million of additional funding for this 
this account and the Alliance strongly supported this bill.  However, the bill was amended 
and funding removed.  Currently we don’t know if or how much funding will be put back 
in, as the bill is in process.  On Monday July 1st, Mike Nichols (Sonoma) and Brandon 
Merritt (Mendocino County Executive Office) go to Sacramento to testify on the need for 
continued rural broadband funding at the SB740 hearing. 

 Broadband Coalition of Northern California Counties – Greg Jirak 9.

a. The formation of a brand-new coalition of all the northern California counties was 
announced by Greg.  The Alliance has talked to leaders in many rural areas, and everyone 
has the same problems but feel overwhelmed by the extent of the problem.  By taking 
unified action, the people of all of northern California will stand up and say that having 
broadband is a basic right, and together we will have a stronger voice in Sacramento. 

b. This is a grass roots initiative for all of northern California, but everyone else throughout 
the state/country who doesn’t have broadband is on our side, and we are on their side. 
Disadvantaged populations commonly have poor broadband access. 

c. Solving this problem has to be approached from a high, organizational view level. Our 
Sonoma and Mendocino County elected officials have provided strong support and 
endorsements, as evidenced by our endorsement webpage: 
http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/ncrmmi/  

d. Now we need that support to grow and include all of the northern California counties, and 
that is the reason for the formation of this coalition.  All counties have been invited to 
participate, with a personal invitation sent out from Supervisors Hamburg and Carrillo. 
Supervisors from Lassen and Modoc County are on this call today.  This coalition will be 
separate from the CPUC regional broadband consortia groups. 

e.  As we realized that we gained power by working with Sonoma County, we also realized 
that we have to pull in support from all of northern California.   Mendocino County is only 
0.2 % of the state’s population.  All of northern California has 26% of the state’s area, with 
only 5% of the population.  So even if we have ALL of the northern California counties with 
us, we only have 5%.  We need to reach out, and this is a good time, and key to moving to 
the next step of unifying our northern counties.   

f. The CPUC has an initiative to have broadband to 98% of California.   

 Broadband and Education- Stephen Turner 10.

a. Because of the short notice for the event, county Superintendent Paul Tichinin could not 
attend and sent his regrets, and asked Stephen Turner, County of Mendocino Office of 
Education Director of Operations and Maintenance to represent MCOE.  Steve has been 

http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/ncrmmi/
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involved with the Alliance on the broadband issue and spoke to the audience on the 
important link between broadband access and education.   

b. MCOE’s motto is, “Success for all students”, and they represent the interests of over 
13,000 students and 1000 staff, and have worked for years to bring broadband to all the 
districts.  They are not there yet.  As an example, in Laytonville they have a new high 
school that is 2000 feet from fiber and the district can’t get access to that fiber and is 
underserved through a T-1 line.  

c. Unfortunately in many cases that service doesn’t extend beyond the boundaries of the 
school, so when students go home they can’t do online research, homework, and projects, 
creating a distinct disadvantage to those students who do have broadband. 

d. The future of education is broadband-based; the California State Superintendent Tom 
Torlakson issued a mandate that students should have access to broadband for learning at 
any time, any place, with any device.  This concept of “blended learning” introduces 
students to a topic, and then they do the research.  Much of this occurs outside the 
classroom, so that means students having affordable access and devices at home, which is 
what MCOE is focusing on currently.   That doesn’t exist right now. 

e. LA County announced recently that they will purchase ipads for each student in their 
district- 640,000 ipads!  Even if Mendocino districts could afford the ipads, our students 
could not connect at home, a big problem! 

f. Affordability is another big issue for Mendocino County, as 63% of students in our districts 
qualify for free/reduced lunch, and MCOE thinks the percentage is actually higher than 
reported because of the associated stigma. 

g. To develop more valid data to determine the extent of digital divide in Mendocino 
County, MCOE partnered with the Alliance and the Mendocino Council of Governments to 
submit a Cal-Trans Environmental Justice Grant application.  If the grant is funded, we 
plan to survey all 7th – 12th grades, faculty and staff, more than 10% of the entire county 
population on their broadband access, and hold six community educational forums.  It is a 
project that we believe could be a model that could be replicated in other counties, and it 
makes the case that having broadband is literally an alternative transportation mode 
which benefits people, the environment, and the economy of the county. 

 Broadband and Libraries – Mindy Kittay, Mendocino County Librarian 11.

a. The (relatively) new county librarian Mindy Kittay spoke on the state of our libraries and 
broadband.  As Mindy has attended several of our meetings and has been working with 
the Alliance on broadband strategies for county libraries, her statement that “We do not 
have adequate internet access at our libraries” was not a surprise.   

b. Mindy is passionate about the library mission of lifetime learning for everyone, as a place 
where anyone can go to learn for free.  County libraries need not only adequate access, 
but also the equipment and IT support.  She really supports this initiative and will do 
everything she can to help it be successful. 

c. Greg is also the president of the Friends of the Coast Community Library, which is very 
underserved.  They did a study for a month in August of library speeds.  The advertised 
speed to the library is 5 MB down, but the results at the library showed they had 0.8 MB 
down coming into the building, before it’s divided among all the users.   With five 



9 
 

computers, and typically five more users on their own devices, the speeds slow down to 
about 80 Kilobits, barely above dial-up speeds.  And without places like internet cafés and 
coffeehouses available, the library is the only place in Pt. Arena for those without 
internet.  

 Concluding Remarks 12.

a. Jim concluded with some comments on the obvious political nature of the broadband 
issue, that unfortunately much of our success means trying to influence the decision 
makes in the Public Utilities Commission and in Sacramento.   

b. Because of this need, the Alliance is introducing another group, our “Blue Ribbon 
Emissaries”, who are a group of leaders from throughout northern California who will 
meet with the CPUC commissioners and legislative staff in Sacramento in face-to-face 
meetings to help draft proper legislation so that we can get what we need. 

c. We are off to a great start on this group; so far the following individuals have agreed to 
serve:   Supervisors Hamburg (Mendocino), Carrillo (Sonoma), Garten (Tehema, with 40 
years’ experience in public safety/law enforcement), Jeffrey Collings (Mt. Shasta City 
Council), Dave Turner (Mayor, Fort Bragg), Paul Tichinin (Mendocino County 
Superintendent), Andy Main (ISP owner, Shasta County), Chester Robinson (Modoc 
County Executive Office) and Mitch Sprague (MCN business manager). 

d. This is the beginning, as we would like to have higher representation from the other 
counties.  This will develop with our outreach for our Broadband Coalition. 

 Open Discussion and questions from participants 13.

a. Mitch Drake, CEO of Golden Bear Broadband, was asked to give a quick update on their 
application and history.   

b. Golden Bear was formed from Siskiyou Telephone and Native Business Enterprises, and 
they submitted an application to the CPUC for a 16-county robust, redundant fiber 
network on February 1st.   

c. Their grant request is for $119 million, with $19 million cash and in-kind as a match to the 
grant.   

d. The first thirty days after the application was submitted is a challenge period of where 
their build was, and they received challenges from seven carrier incumbents.  They have 
been meeting with the PUC since, and currently the majority of their application is being 
unofficially denied and they are allowing only allowing two routes, one in Modoc and the 
other in Siskiyou County.  We don’t know a final answer yet, but it doesn’t look good. 

e. They may be able to submit an amended application depending on the time frame.  Right 
now the CPUC is trying to get out the smaller grants.   

f. The incumbent carriers are claiming that the GBB is “overbuild”, and that is simply not the 
case.  We do need funds to go through some of the served areas, and they could ask for 
even more funds to go out and around these areas, but it makes sense to use assets 
already in the ground and go through. 

g. Mitch stated that GBB is in it to “solve this problem, because the problem is not going 
away.”  The carriers won’t fix the problem.  There is money to subsidize rural broadband 
infrastructure (CASF fund, Connect America Fund), but the incumbents are not going after 
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these funds because they come with strict regulations and they can get better return on 
their investments in urban areas.  Unfortunately, they actively work against anyone who 
might come into “their” area to try to fix the problem, such as Golden Bear, claiming 
unfair competition. 

h. Mitch has been in the telecommunications business for twenty-two years, and knows the 
technology.  Copper is good for voice, and as technology advanced and more data was put 
over copper, it worked well for urban areas but not for rural areas.  Copper has served its 
purpose, and currently it is being abandoned because it’s a fiber world.  All the cellular 
towers need fiber to them.   

i. Golden Bear Broadband would provide low-cost backhaul to regional providers (ISPs, 
internet service providers), who often cannot expand their business and provide service 
because of this lack.  The Golden Bear network would be “open-access”, so that anyone 
could purchase fiber as a reasonable fair-market rate.  For the big carriers, this is not their 
business model and they will not open up their networks even if they are not using their 
fiber. 

j. Currently the fiber networks are like the fingers of a hand, with no inter-connectedness.  
This project ties those fingers together which creates a robust, redundant network which 
is more stable if there is a break in one part of the system.   

k. The fiber GBB infrastructure is just the beginning, but is not the ultimate fix.  Mitch stated 
that the national broadband goal is 100 MB down by 2020, and here in Mendocino County 
we are talking about years before 6 MB down is even available IF Golden Bear is 
approved.   These things take time, and meanwhile the rural areas fall further behind.   

l. Dan asked if Mitch could talk about the Alternate Draft Resolution (ADR), which would 
mean that Golden Bear Broadband would be approved directly by the CPUC 
commissioners regardless of whether it is recommended for approval by CPUC staff. 

m. Mitch responded that the CPUC staff is required to work within tightly defined guidelines, 
which includes referencing the (problematic) maps created by carrier advertised 
speeds/service areas.  They take their job seriously and are diligent about writing their 
draft report that goes to the commission with their recommendation to approve, deny, or 
approve with changes, but their hands are tied as far as what they can recommend 
because of these strict guidelines that they must work within.   The regulations need to be 
changed.  The ADR circumvents the staff and the restrictions that they work under, but it 
enters the political realm.  This is also why the newly formed Blue Ribbon Emissaries is 
important, to find support among the commissioners to both sponsor the ADR and vote 
for it.  There are five commissioners, and they need three votes of the five to pass. 

n. Mitch also noted that even if their application was approved as submitted, they still have 
a funding problem as it is becoming clear that they can’t build the infrastructure without a 
higher subsidy rate, which is currently 70% of underserved areas. 

 Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 14.

a. Jim thanked everyone for coming and calling in, and encouraged anyone who is interested 
to contact the Alliance to become more involved.  We are looking for contacts within the 
northern California counties for our broadband coalition, and we welcome contact 
suggestions.  Feel free to pass along these notes to anyone who may be interested. 
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b. Please use our website for information/reports:  http://www.MendocinoBroadband.org 
c. Contact Trish, our Administrative Coordinator with any questions/comments/suggestions; 

she can also email you the State of Broadband report and other such documents, or put 
you on our email list:  admincoordinator@mendocinobroadband.org 

 Upcoming Meetings:   Friday, July 12th, 19th, and 26th  15.

a. Meetings are held at 10 am at the Community Foundation office at 204 South Oak Street 
in Ukiah, CA.  We also welcome call-in participation.  The call-in number is at the top of all 
the agendas and notes. 

http://www.mendocinobroadband.org/
mailto:admincoordinator@mendocinobroadband.org

